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ON THE SABBATH. NO. VIII. 


Aw extremely important inqui- 
ry is suggested by the preced- 
ing observations; viz. Do the 
Scriptures authorize any excep- 
tion to the prohibitions of the 
fourth commandment, which 
have been quoted; or do they 
give such a construction to the 
law, as will justify a departure 
from the letter of it, in any sup- 
posable circumstances? If they 
do not, then no human authority 
may presume to makea single 
exception, or to give the law any 
such liberal construction. We 
may not go beyond the word of 
the Lord, to do less or more. Zo 
the law and to the testimony we 
must appeal in this case, as well 
as every other, and must cheer- 
fully abide by the decision, what- 
ever it may be. 

Let us, then, in the first place, 
see what further light we can ob- 
tain from the Old Testament. 
Turning to the sixteenth chap- 
ter of Exodus we find, that the 
Israelites, of their own accord, 
gathered twice as much manna 
on the sixth day, as they had 
gathered upon any preceding 
day. When this came to the 
ears Of Moses, it met with his 
entire approbation; and he di- 
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rected the people to bake and 


boil what was necessary for that. 


day’s use, and lay up the rest un- 
til the morning;—telling them, 
at the same time, that as the 
morrow would be the Sabbath, no 
manna would be found in the 
field. Most of the people did as 
they were commanded, but some 
went out on the seventh day. 
They, however, found nothing. 
And the Lord said unto Moses, 
how long refuse ye to keefi my 
commandments and my laws? 
See, for that the Lord hath giv- 
en you the Sabbath, therefore he 
giveth you, on the sixth day, the 
bread fitwa days; abide ye ev- 
ery man in his filace; let no man 
Zo out of his filace on the seventh 
day. We find no license here, 
for any kind of Jabor. The 
Israelites might not so much as 
go out to gather their daily por- 
tion of food. It must be brought 
into their tents the preceding 
day. It seems, however, that 
they were allowed to prepare, 
i. ce. to bake or boil it, on the 
Sabbath; for Moses did not re- 
quire them to cook the whole 
on the sixth day. Bake that, 
said he, which ye will bake to- 
day, and seethe that ye will seethe, 
and that which REMAINETH over 
layup for you to be,kept until 
m morning. From this we may 
is. 
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prohibitions. 
Zsraeittes were forbidden under 


i38 Prohibitions of the Fourth Commandment. 


fairly infer, I think, that the ne- 
cessary preparations of plain and 
wholesome fare, on the Sabbath, 
is not inconsistent with the spir- 
it of the fourth commandment. 
Having got all things ready on 
the day preceding, the children 
of Israel] might cook their man- 
na, in a plain way, and that was 
all.gThe law, I apprehend,'allows 
us to do as much for our: pres- 
ent comfort, but nothing more. 

The following passage in the 
thirty-first chapter of Exodus 
may serve to throw some addi- 
tional light on the subject be- 
fore us. Ye shali keep the Sab- 
bath, therefore, for it is holy unto 
you. Every one, that defileth it, 
shall surely be pout te death; for 
whosoever doeth any work there- 
in, that soul shadl be cut off from 
amongst his Reofile. Six days 
may work be done, but in the sev- 
enth is the Sabbath of rest holy 
fo the Lord: whosoever doeth 
ANY WORK 72” the Sabbath day, 
he shall surely be fiut io death. 
Wherefore the children of Israel 
shall keeft the Sabbath to ob- 
serve the Sabbath, throughout 
their generations, fur @ fier: 
fretual covenant, It is a sign 
between me and the children of 
Israel forever: forin six days 
the Lord made heaven and earth, 
and on the seventh day he rested 
and was refreshed. This seems 


‘to be a sortof commentary up- 


on the fourth commandment, 
and, viewed in this lght, con- 
firms the literal import of its 
At any rate, the 


pain of death, to do any work up- 
on the Sabbath. The same pro- 
hibition is repeated in chapter 
xxxiv. Six daye thou shat 
work; but on the, seventh day 
thou ehalt rest: tn caring thme 
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and in harvest thou shalt regr, 
No instance of transgression js 
mentioned, till we come to the 
fifteenth chapter of Numbers, 
The crime andthe punishment 
ofone individual are there rela. 
ted in the following words. And 
while the children of Israel were 
in the wilderness, they found q 
man that gathered sticks ufion the 
Sabbath day. And they that 
Sound him gathering _ sticks, 
brought him unto Moses and 
Aaron, and unto all the congre. 
gation, And they put him in 
ward, because tt was not decicr- 
ed what should be done unto him, 
And the Lord said unto Moses, 
Lhe man shalt surely be pfrut to 
death: all the congregation shal! 
stone kim with stones without the 
camp. Andail the congregation 
brought him without the cam/ 
and stoned him with stones and 
he died. The gathering ofsticks, 
in this case, was ne doubt a pre- 
sumptuous violation of the pre- 
ceding law, and the offender was 
exccuted, as a warning to oth: 
ers not to profane the Sabbath. 
There is a passage in Exodus 
xxXxv, which seems to be attend: 
ed with some difficulty, and _ has 
given rise to various expositions 
and conjectures. It isin the words 
following, Six days shall work 
be done, but on the seventh dai 
there skall be to you an holy day, 
a Sabbath of rest to the Lora 
Whosoever doeth work thereit 
shall be fut to death, F¥e shal 
kindle no fire throughout your 
habitations, on the Sabbath dau. 
The difficulty lies in the clause 
¥e shail kindle no fire, &c. I have 
seen nothing more satisfactory 
on this text, than the following 
brief observations of Dr. Scott 
“The connexion favors the opt 
ion, that the prohibition w% 
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meant of fires used in manufac- 
tories, or trades, by emiths, 
plumbers and others, of which 
many would be required in pre- 
paring the sanctuary; but none 
even of that work might-be done 
on the Sabbath. If fires in gen- 
eral be understood, we must sup- 
pose, either that it was a tempo- 
rary institution, for the time 
during which the people in the 
wilderness were miraculously 
provided for; or that some ex- 
ceptions were allowed, in favor 
of the sick, infirm and children, 
who must suffer extremely at 
some seasons, even in warm cli- 
mates, for want of fire. No in- 
timation is given, that in the 
times of Christ and his Apostles, 
the Jews had no fires on the 
Sabbath, er even that they pre- 
pared no victuals. The sacred 
festivals would sometimes hap- 
pen on that day, and the paschal 
lamb was roasted in the house 
where it was eaten; some ex- 
ception therefore must be sup- 
posed, if we understand the 
prohibition concerning fires in 
general.” 

I*do not know that any light 
can be obtained from the Old 
Testament, in regard to the pro- 
hibitions of the Sabbath, which 
is not comprised in the preced- 
ing quotations. And whatis the 
result of our examination? Why, 
upon the most liberal construc- 
tion and comparison of the dif- 
ferent texts, that the Israelites 
might prepare their meals upon 
the Sabbath, but that they were 
not allowed to do any thing on 
that day, which might be call- 
ed work, at any season of the 
year; neither they, nor their sons, 
nor their daughters, nor their 
eervants, nor their cattle. 


Let us now turn to the New 
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Testament. The son of Man 
was the Lord of the Sabbath. 
In what light did he regard the 
institution? I had occasion to 
show, in a former number, that 
the Gospels contain no hint of 
his having abregated the fourth 
cammandment, but much to the 
conary. It is certain, howev- 
er, that he gaye it a more liberal 
and merciful construction than 
the Scribes and Pharisees did. 
When, on a particniar Sabbath, 
he wrought a miracle of healing 
upon a woman who had been 
grievously afflicted for eighteen 
years, the ruler of the synagogue 
indignantly rebuked the people. 
There are six days, said he, in 
which men ought to work; in 
them, therefore, come and 6e heal- 
ed, and not on the Sabbath day. 
Our Lord, knowing that the re- 
buke was intended for him, an- 
swered, Zhou Aypfiocrite, doth 
not each one of you on the Sab- 
bath loose his ox, or his ass, from 
the stall and lead him away to the 
watering; and ought not this 
woman, being a daughter of A- 
braham, whom Satan hath bound, 
lo, these eighteen years, be loosed 
Jrom this bond on the Sabbath 
day? This was a mode of ad- 
dress which admitted of no re- 
ply; and accordingly the Evan- 
gelist says, that adi dis adversae 
ries were ashamed. 

Qn another occasion, Jesus 
went on the Sabbath day through 
the corn,and fis discifiles were 
an hungred,and began to pfiluck 
the ears of corn and to eft, But 
when the Pharisees saw it, they 
said unto him, Behoid thy disci- 
cifiles do that wiich is not lawful 
to do on the Sabbath day. Jesus 
justified his disciples on the 
ground, that it was proper, at 
any time, to satisfy the cravings 
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of hunger; that to obtain relief 
from present distress, things 
might be done upon the Sabbath, 
which, under other circumstan- 
ces, would be unlawful. J/, said 
he, ye had known what this mean- 
eth, I will have mercy,and not 
sacrifice, ye would not have co*- 
demned the guiltless. The same 
day, our Lord found in the syna- 
Zogue a man, whose hand was 
withered. ‘Fhe Jews, who were 
present, and who were anxious 
to find some accusation against 
Christ, asked him, Js it lawful 
to heal on the Sabbath day? And 
he said unto them, what man shall 
there be among you, that shall 
have one sheep, andif it fallinto 
a fitton the Sabbath day, will he 
not lay hold on it and lift it out? 
How much, then,isa man better 
than a sheet. Wherefore it is 
lawful to do well on the Sabbath 
days, 

The preceding quotations con- 
tain what may be called our 
Lord’s exposition of the prohib- 
itory clause of the fourth com- 
mandment. From the whale ta- 
ken together we learn, 

First, that the Jews them- 
selves considered it proper to 
feed their cattle, and extricate 
them from any place of suffering, 
or danger, on the Sabbath, while 
they absurdly objected to the 
healing of the sick, and to pluck- 
ing a few ears of grain to satisfy 
hunger. 

Secondly, that works of mercy 
are lawful upon the Sabbath, and 
of course that they may be per- 
formed by any person, whenever 
occasion requires. Itis worthy 
of remark, that works of mercy 
are the only works on the Sab- 
bath, to which our Lord gives 
any countenance. It was to re- 
lieye the ox, or the shcep, from 


present suffering, that he might 
be pulled out of a pit, on the 
Sabbath day. It was to save 
him from suffering, that he 
might be led away to watering. 
It was to deliver men and wo- 
men from pain and distress, that 
Christ healed them on the Sab- 
bath.. And it was because the 
disciples were then hungry, that 
he excused them for plucking 
and rubbing a few ears of grain, 
as they passed through a field, 
on their way, (as it wouid seem,) 
to public worship. Neither 
the precepts, nor the example, 
of Christ can be pieaded, to 
sanction works of any other 
character, than such as are here 
enumerated. In vain will those, 
who wish to make the law of the 
Sabbath void, by doing their 
own work, and finding their own 
pleasures; in vain wili they look 
for a hint to justify them, either 
in the Old Testament or the 
New. 

The preceding observations 
will, if I mistake not, help us 
to understand and mit the word 
necessitu, inthe sixtieth answer 
of our Shorter Catechism. “The 
Sabbath is to be san¢tified,’”’ say 
the venerable Assembly of Di- 
vines, “by an holy resting all 
that day, even from such worldly 
employments and recreations as 
are lawful on other days, and 
spending the whole time in pub- 
lic and private exercises of God’s 
worship; except so much as is to 
be taken up, in works of neces- 
sity and mercy.” Without pre- 
suming to express a decided 
opinion, in regard to the use of 
th: word necessity here, I am 
sure that it has often been laid 
hold of, to justify works upon 
the Lord’s day, which the piou¢ 
authors of the catechism would 
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have condemned with one voice. 
The word has so many significa- 
tions, and is so abstract in some 
of them, that men who are wise 
to do evil, find no difficulty in 
making out a plausible justifica- 
tion for their weekly violations 
of the fourth commandment. 
When strongly prompted by in- 
terest, or inclination, mankind in 
general easily persuade them- 
selves, that the things, which 
they propose to do on the Sab- 
bath, are necessary, and there- 
fore right. 

Thus one man verily believes, 
that securing his grain on that 
day is a work of necessity. 
Another, that making hay is 
necessary. A third, that posting 
his beoks is fully justified by the 
same plea. <A fourth, that the 
urgency of his secular affairs 
renders it nes’essary for him to 
spend the Lord’s day in journey- 
ing. A fifth, that this same im- 
perious necessity, even makes it 
a duty to load and send out his 
ship. I am aware, that the West- 
minster Divines are not answer- 
able for all the misconstructions 
which may be put upon their 
language. It would be most un- 
reasonable to demand of them to 
do, what no writer or speaker 
ever has done, or ever can do. 
The imperfections of all human 
language afford ample scope, 
for miscoloring and perversion. 
But inasmuch, as the word neces- 
sity 1s no where used by the 
sacred penmen, in reference to 
the Sabbath; and inasmuch as it 
is ljable to such mighty abuses, 
I have, I freely confess, some- 
times wished, that it had not 
found its way into the catechism. 

Since, however, we find it 
there, and since it has been 
adopted by most theological wri- 


ters, it is extremely important 
to ascertain, in what scriptural 
sense, any works can be neces- 
sary upon the Lord’s day. To 
this end, we must keep close to 
the law and the testimony. To 
plead necessity for any word, or 
deed, which the Holy Spirit no 
where recognizes as lawful, can 
be nothing less, than setting up 
human opinions as paramount to 
the authority of God. With 
such explanations and limitations 
as the Scriptures afford, we may 
perhaps say, that certain things 
are necessary to be done on the 
Lord’s day; but it becomes us to 
be extremely careful, that we do 
not go too far. What I mean is 
this;—If the law permitted the 
Israelites to feed and water their 
cattle, and to pull them out of 
the mire, or a pit, on the Sab- 


bath day, these might in one 


sense be called works of necce- 
sity;—because food and water 
were necessary for the comfort 
of beasts, as wel] as men; and be- 
cause, if left in a pit, till the 
Sabbath was over, a sheep, or an 
ox, would certainly suffer, and 
probably die. Qn the other 
hand, as the Israelites were pro- 
hibited under pain of death, trom 
doing any thing, which might be 
called labor on God’s holy day, 
necessity Was put entirely out of 
the question. It never could be 
pleaded, however urgent any 
man’s secular business might be. 

In a strong and universal 
sense, food is necessary for the 
sustenance of man. No one can 
live long without it. Ina more 
limited sense, it is necessary ev- 
ery day. It _jgehecessary, be- 
cause w€ Cannot in ordinary cir- 
cumstances be comfortable for 
one-day, if we are wholly desti- 
tute, In this last sense, it was 
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doubtless necessary for the dis- 
ciples to pluck the ears of corn. 
They were hungry. They had 
nothing else to eat. Something 
Was necessary to abate the cra- 
vings of nature. If our Lord’s 
indulgence in this case may be 
pleaded as a precedent in‘all sim- 
ilar cases, we should take heed 
never to plead the necessity when 
the cases are dissimilar. We 
may not give a wider, or more 
liberal construction to the fourth 
commandment, than Christ saw 
fit to give. Such explanations 
as were necessary, he gave; but, 
in all other respects, left the law 
just as he found it. 

It does appear to me, after all 
the attention I have been able to 
bestow on the subject, that the 
Scriptures do not authorize any 
works, as works of hecessity up- 
on the Sabbath, which are not at 
the same time works of charity, 
or mercy. Nor are all works of 
charity and mercy allowable. 
Those, and those only, may be 
attended to, on the Lard’s day, 
which we had no opportunity of 
doing before, and which cannot, 
consistently with mercy and he- 
nevolence, be postponed to the 
end of the sacred rest. I would 
therefore inquire, with the most 
profound respect for the an- 
thors of our incomparable cate- 
chism, whether the phrase nec- 
essary works of mercy would not 
be more definite, less liable to 
abuse, and in fact more correct, 
than worksof necessity amd mer- 
cy? This would leave us as the 
Scriptures do, at full liberty to 
partake temperately of the boun- 
ties of Providence; to feed the 
hungry; to take care of the sick; 
to comfort the afflictedfand to 


. attend to the sufferings and 


wants of domestic animals: 





while, on the other hand, it would 
take away the plea of necessity, 
from those, who now gravely 
bring it forward to justify 
thoughts ard conversation and 
labors and journies and recrea- 
tions, which are prompted by 
avarice instead of benevolence; 
by the lust of the flesh, the lust of 
eye, and the prriae of life, instead 
of mercy. Z. X. Y. 


For the Panoplist. 


OW THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN 
THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE 
WICKED. 


Tue difference that we perceive 
existing among men, when we 
regard them merely as rational 
and sensitive beings, are casual 
and small. Between the highest 
potentate and the meanest vas- 
sal; between the most learned 
philosopher and the illiterate 
clown, there is no distance, which 
will not be annihilated by the 
lapse of a few years at most. 
But is there not a broad line 
of distinction to be drawn be- 
tween men regarded as moral be- 
ings'—a line that extends into 
the eternal world? Has not God 
recognized such a distinction, on 
every page of his word? Has he 
not arranged all his intelligent 
offspring under two general de- 
nominations—the righteous and 
the wicked? Inthe day of judg- 
ment, will not the final sentence, 
that seals the destiny of every 
created moral agent, be passed 
in view of this distinction alone? 
Yet there is no error, perhaps, 
more prevalent, and certainly 
none more dangerous, than that 
which denies all radical differ- 
ence of moral character, and as-¢ 
cribes some yirtue to all men- 
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If prudence, fortitude, courage, 
é&c. are moral virtues, then what 
name shall be given to humility, 
forgiveness of injuries, and dis- 
interested love? Are these two 
classes of virtues equally excel- 
lent? —Do the former constitute 
the essentials of trae religion? 
Or are the latter of so little im- 
portance, that they may be omit- 
ted, without vital injury to the 
Christian character? It is believ- 
ed, that a Christian may be defi- 
cient in that wisdom, which pro- 
vides against misfortunes; in that 
firmness of spirit, which sus- 
tains them without complaint; in 
that heroism, which smiles at 
death;—but he cannot be desti- 
tute of humility; nor refuse to 
forgive an injury; nor deny to 
God his best affections and ser- 
vices. And herein he differs al- 
together from the sinner. The 
one says, Lord, I am rich and 
increased in goods—the other, 
Lord, Tam froor, miserable, blind 
and naked:—the one inquires, 
Who will shew me any good? the 
other cries, Lord lift thou uf the 
light of thy countenance ufion me. 

In view of the passage last 
quoted, we can hardly avoid re- 
marking the contrast, exhibited 
between the mass of mankind, 
and the Psalmist, or the church, 
both in reference to the temper 
of their minds, and the nature of 
the object desired. 

Who will shew us any good? 
It is the language of discontent. 
No present enjoyments satisfy. 
No blessings in possession are 
so valuable, as others beyond 
reach. Life lengthened, health 


continued, food, raiment, friends, 
and spiritual privileges yet en- 
joyed, though repeatedly for- 
feited, yield the ungodly man 
tittle or no satisfaction, because 
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his fancy is captivated with some 
gewgaw, that has just engaged 
his attention. He is like the troub- 
led sea, whose waters cast uft mire 
and dirt; always toiling, always 
hoping, always fearing; never 
bounding his wishes so much by 
reason as by appetite; never en- 
joying the present, because the 
future has not arrived; and never 
pieased with reflections on the 
past, except as they brighten the 
prospect before him. 

Nor is he only discontented 
with what he enjoys; but fretful 
on account of what he suffers. 
The down-cast eye, and the sul- 
len countenance, are no equivo- 
cal signs of a mind ill-prepared 
to sustain the shocks of adversi- 
ty; to acquiesce in the determin- 
ations of infinite wisdom; and to 
Say, not my will, but thine be done. 
Who will relieve me from dis- 
tress? Who will drive away the 


“storms that gather over me? 


Who will reverse the decrees of 
heaven, and crown my life with 
uninterrupted prosperity? Who 
will give me strength to contend 
with the Almighty? 

He is ungrateful. He is re- 
gardless of the Great Source of 
his enjoyments, and denies Him 
becoming acknowledgments. 
With the increase of his flocks 
and herds, of his houses and 
lands, we remark a proportion- 
ate increase of arrogance and 
vanity, as though his own Aand 
had gotten him these. Such a 
disposition, displayed toward a 
common benefactor, is universal- 
ly regarded with just abhorrence, 
because it is a compound of all 
those passions most destructive 
to social happiness. Is it less 
detestable when displayed to- 
ward God? 

Observe for a moment the eb- 
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ject, which the ungoilly man has 
inview. Who willsHEW me any 
good? The inquirer has in view 
an object of sense merely. In- 
deed, objects of faith lie beyond 
his sphere of vision, and have no 
more influence on him, than 
have the rays of the sun on the 
caverns of the earth. Give him 
what he can see, taste, feel and 
hear till he can receive no more, 
and you give him all the happi- 
ness of which he is susceptible. 
Blind as he is to the‘splendors of 
Heaven, he can discover inesti- 
mable charms in a bauble. Stu- 
pid as he is, while the thunders 
of eternal vengeance are indis- 
tinctly heard at a distance, and 
some presages of the approach- 
ing storm are discovered, he 
cannot rest a moment, when a 
small part of his worldly pos- 
sessions is torn from him, and 
there is a distant prospect of his 
losing more. In the balance of 
his judgment, a trifle outweighs 
infinity—a particle of sensible 
good outweighs an immensity 
of good that is invisible. He es- 
timates the value of an object by 
its power to advance his present 
enjoyment, or by the addition it 
makes to his little sum of preca- 
rious felicity. The grossness 
of his conceptions is not clearer 
proof of his weakness than of his 
guilt: and neither his weakness, 
nor his guilt, is more evident 
than the ultimate disappointment 
of his hopes. The divinely estab- 
lished distinction, between tem- 
poral and spiritual good, cannot 
be disregarded with impunityé 
But the object of the ungodly 
man is indefinite. He asks for 
any good. And truly, there is 
little room for selection among 
those pleasures which have the 
same characteristic vanity and 
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insipidity—Riches, honors, and 
carnal pleasures, can satisfy none 
but a grovelling mind. Yet there 
are many, who make them the 
centre and the circumference, 
the Alpha and Omega, of their 
hopes and happiness—the end of 
life, and not in any sense the 
means of rendering it useful. 
How frivolous is the inquiry 
under consideration! Brutes, 
reptiles, insects, every animate 
thing that walks, flies, or creeps, 
is more likely to secure this in- 
definite good, than the inquirer; 
and what they enjoy leaves 
no sting behind: they have no 
prostituted powers to answer for 
—no reflections on their folly to 
embitter their joys—and no an- 
ticipations of wrath to over- 
whelm them. It is not only a 
frivolous, but an impious inquiry; 
for every man is under obligation 
to devote his whole life to a sin- 
gle object—the glory of God. 
How different is the language 
of the righteous. ord. lift thou 
ufi the light of thy countenance 
ufon us. This is the breath of 
humility. Itis the heartfelt ac- 
knowledgment of dependence 
upon God. It is the expression 
of unfeigned confidence in his 
promises. It is not a cold de- 
mand, but a devout prayer. The 
Christian feels himself in the 
presence of his Maker. He says 
with holy reverence, Zhou, God, 
seest me. He is struck with awe 
while the Divine Majesty sur- 
rounds him. He is not more 
sensible of his necessities, than 
of his own insufficiency. He 
looks beyond himself, and be- 
yond ali creatures for happiness. 
Forgetting things that are be- 
hind, he presses on to those be- 
fore, and refuses to retire from 
the mercy seat till his request is 
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eranted. Past mercies have not 
produced forgetfulness of God, 
nor led him to think more high- 
ly of himseif than he ought to 
think. Past chastisements, so far 
from driving him to despair, have 
ied him nearer to Gods and he 
feels that it is good for him to 
have been afflicted. 
The language adopted by him 
is the language of contentment. 
There is much earnestness dis- 
played; but no more than is 
warranted, or even demanded, by 
the importance of the blessing in 
view. Though Paul had learn- 
ed, in whatsoever state he was, 
therewith to be content, his zeal 
in his apostolic labors and in the 
pursuit of an immortal crown, 
was not thereby diminished. He 
did not fold bis arms, and resign 
himselftoasloth inconsistent with 
the duties he owed to himself and 
io others. So every Christian, 
while he has the world beneath 
him, and is satisfied with all the 
allotments of divine Providence, 
ought to rivet his eye on Heavy- 
i, and cherish the liveliest so- 
icttude to share its glories! Act- 
‘ug in character, he abstracts his 
attention from things around 
him; becomes comparatively in- 
diferent to the revolutions of hu- 
nian affairs; and rises superior to 
\nuse vicissitudes of fortune, 
which alarm the worldly minded 
even in the midst of their pros- 
perity. Though he never attains 
io that which ts high nor great, 
he Is satished with the sphere 
assigned him; and quietly pur- 
sues the line of conduct marked 
out for him by Providence, Now 
it some, who profess to follow 
Christ, exhibit a different spirit, 
they walk unworthy theit holy 
vocation; they disgrace them- 
Selves much, and religion more; 
Von. XI. 


—they cannot with propriety 
say, Lord, lift thouup the light 
of thy countenance upon us. 

Consider the object which ex- 
cites the desires of the Chris- 
tian. Truly the light is sweet, 
and a pfileasant thing it is for the 
eyes to behold the sun. The Lord 
is my light. God is a sun. As 
the dawn of the morning and the 
splendors of the noonday sun, are 
exhilirating avd desirable, they 
are delightful images of the fa- 
vor and love of God. Of this, 
the world knows nothing. The 
Christian enjoys an occasional 
glimpse of the Divine glory, and 
this prompts him to pray earn- 
estly for the same enjoyment 
continually. 

That he may possess this holy 
blessing, he must be delivered 
from the power of sin. God has 
no fellowship with the enemy of 
ail good. And the Christian, who 
has felt the pressure of the yoke 
which sin imposes; who has been 
made sensible of its evil na- 
ture and unhappy consequences, 
mourns over the hardness of his 
heart—the waywardness of his 
inclinations, and the vanity of his 
thoughts. To obtain the victory 
over this formidable enemy, is 
his most fervent desire. 

Then he ardently wishes for 
conformity to God. FV:thexr ho- 
finess no man can see the Lord. 
—Let me be perfect as my /u- 
ther in Heaven is fierfect.—Let 
my disposition be like that of the 
upper world; let my affections 
glow with seraphic ardor; tet 
ail my feelings be regulated by 
the revealed wiil of God. The 
conguest of sinful passions is 
naturally followed by increasing 
assimilation to the Divine char- 
acter, till death is swallowed u 
in victory, and the light of Ggd’e 
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countenance beams on the soul 
without interruption or end. 

The Christian’s object, then, 
is definite. It is light It is 
cLory—lIt is that which imparts 
to him serenity, amid all the 
storms that beat upon the world; 
fortitude under the weighty af- 
flictions of the present state; 
compassion for the miseries of 
mankind; zeal in the cause of 
righteousness; hope, fearless of 
the king of terrors; and a iaith 
that lays hold on the invisible 
things of eternitys~It is a light 
—a glory, that no clouds can ob- 
scure; no night destroy. 

How much more noble the 
Christian’s object, than those fu- 
gitive vanities, pursued with so 
much avidity by the bulk of 
mankind! These have no intrin- 
sic value, and they are uncertain 
m their duration. They prom- 
ise, but never fulfil; they cloy, 
but never satisfy; they excite 
hope, but ensure disappoint- 
ment; they infatuate, but never 
wndeceive, till it is too late to 
avoid the consequences. 

Is there not then a radical dis- 
tinction of character between 
the righteous and the wicked? 
Allow that sinners are some-e 
times as uniform and consistent 
mm their external conduct as 
Christians, may not accidental 
eauses claim the merit of this? 
Is not the violence of the worst 
man’s temper often restrained 
by an apprehension of punish- 
ment, in case he gives indul- 
gence to his feelings? Are there 
not many considerations, that 
may operate happily on the visi- 
ble deportment while they leave 
the heart unaffected? This can- 
net be questioned. But we have 
seen different men actuated by 
Motives totally opposite. We 


have seen them cherishing sen- 
timents of diametrically oppo- 
site characters; we have seen 
them pursuing object:’as diverse 
as light from darkness. In fine, 
we have seen the wise man and 
the tool, the friend ef God and 
his enemy, the follower of Jesus 
and the votary of the world. 
Have these men the same moral 
character? S. S. 


For the Panoplist. 
ON THE DECELTFULNESS OF SIN. 


Tue roots of sin are the evil 
tempers or dispositions of the 
heart. Every evil temper o1 
propensity, when in operation, 
naturally produces congenial 
thoughts, and excites a person to 
give it scope and gratification. 
The mind of a vain man Is usual- 
ly filled with vain and conceited 
thoughts; and ke is continually 
prompted to display and gratify 
his vanity. ‘Fhe mind of a per- 
son addicted to sensuality is fill- 
ed with sensual imaginations; 
and he is perpetually excited to 
the indulgence of his lusts. The 
mind of an avaricious man Is 
generally occupied by covetous 
thoughts, and schemes for get- 
ting and retaining wealth; and he 
is stimulated to seek the acqui- 
sition of property inordinately, if 
not dishonestly. 

Such is the manner, in which 
every predominant disposition 
naturally employs the mind; and 
a person’s conduct will general- 
ly correspond with the state of 
his mind, when not prevented by 
restraint, or other circumstan- 
ces. The same person may be 
under the influence of various 
tempers or propensities at dil- 
ferent times, or under the com- 
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bined influence of several at the 
same time. Now, if these things 
%e considered, it will be pretty 
evident, how the minds /of the 
ungodly, worldly, and vicious are 
usually occupied and engrossed; 


and it will be equally evident, 


that the most important ebjects 
and considerations must be ex- 
cluded from their thoughts, or at 
least from their serious atten- 
tion. Hence God is forgotten, 
their souls neglected, and all the 
momentous concerns of religion 
and eternity kept out of view. 
To this vain world belong all the 
objects of their love and care. 
In sucha state of things is it not 
manifest, that they cannot have 
just views of this world, nor 
understand their own true char- 
acter, danger, and interest? The 
mind must admit the rays of 
heavenly light, and eternity be 
considered, before a person will 
see the insignificance of earthly 
things, and the magnitude of 
everlasting concerns, and fee) 
ihe importance of religion. 

The partial manner, in which 
sin employs the imagination, 
increases its delusions. Every 
sinful propensity causes the im- 
agination to dwell upon what is 
agreeable; upon the pleasures 
and advantages of ite appropri- 
ate gratifications. ‘These pleas- 
ures and advantages it magni- 
hes and colors according to its 
depraved taste, and represents 
‘hema in an endless variety of al- 
‘uring circumstances and as- 
pects. But the unsatisfactory 
nature, the baseness, the crim- 
inality, and the manifold evil 
consequences of sinful enjoy- 
ments and pursuits are excluded 
from the mind. Thus, the im- 
agination of an avaricious man 
Yweils on the gratifications of 


accumulating and possessing 
wealth, the conveniences and 
consequence which it procures, 
and the ways, in which.he shall 
use and enjoy it. But he con- 
siders not the danger to which 
riches expose his soul, his ac- 
countability forthe manner, in 
which he procures and uses 
property, nor the evils which 
must result from the inordinate 
love of it. An ambitious man is 
inflamed by the distinction, hon- 
or, emoluments and other grati- 
fications of office, titles, and au- 
thority, which his imagination 
clothes in the most splendid 
and fascinating drapery. But 
he considers not the guiit and 
meanness of flattery, intrigue, 
and dissimulation in obtaining 
promotion, the vanity, cares, 
difficulties and vexations, attend- 
ing the exercise of “a little bricf 
authority;” .nor his increased 
responaibility to the Ruler and 
Judge of the Universe. 

Hence the wicked, devoted as 
they are to the enjoyments and 
pursuits of this world, do not 
perceive the real nature of these 
enjoyments, but are perpetually 
deluded by them. In ‘a similar 
manner, they are deceived iu 
other respects. Poverty, in 
their minds, is often identified 
with disgrace, humility with 
meanness, and meekness with 
pusillanimity. The duties of 
religion appear to them gloomy, 
rigid and forbidding, as they are 
regardless and ignorant of the 
principles, motives and satisfac- 
tions, which atiend these duties, 
in the minds of the pious. 

To detect the misrepresenta- 
tions of the imagination, and to 
restrain and gevern it righty, 
are both difficult and importante. 
How often does the imagination 
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beguile even Christians into sin; 
into mental indulgencies of some 
unholy propensity or passion, 
if not into actual gratifications, 
to their great grief and humilia- 
tion on reflection. Not to men- 
tion any grosser workings of the 
imagination, how often does it 
eonsime time, and gratify the 
pride and vanity of the heart, by 
its idle dreams. It can trans- 
port a person to other regions, 
place him in any station, and in- 
vest him with any character and 
qualities, at his pleasure. At 
one time it makes him a states- 
man, an orator, or a conqueror; 
at another time an author, pro- 
ducing works of sterling merit 
in this or that department of 
literature or science; at another, 
it gives him immense riches, 
and busies him in liberal ar- 
ruangements and distributions. 
In ail these characters, he is sure 
t> astonish the world, and to be 
loaded to his satisfaction with 
the applauses of mankind. 
‘These perhaps are some of its 
highest searings; but its shorter 
and every day flights ave innu- 
merable. For how often are 
persons thinking of themselves, 
as if they were what they are 
not? Let us not suppose, that 
there is no harm in these vaga- 
ries of the imagination, Ifthe 
mind be so occupied, when it 
should be otherwise employed; 
or if they spring from, and tend 
to gratify and nourish, any un- 
holy temper or affection; will 
you prouounce them innocent? 
In these mental freaks, and 
transformations, we forget our- 
selves and our duties. 

The affections of the ungodly 
are in such a state, as to be nat- 
urally an inexhaustible source 
ot miscopception and delusion. 


What they love cannot appear to 
them base, deformed, and odious. 
What they dislike cannot appear 
to them beautiful and excellent. 
‘They must therefore necessarily 
have misconceptions of the sins, 
which they love, and of the seif- 
denying and holy duties, which 
they dislike. ‘Their disordered 
appetites crave unwholesome 
food, but loathe the bread, whirh 
cometh down from heaven. The 
partial manner, in which their 
imagination is employed, in- 
creases these delusions, as it 
tends to increase their love of 
sinful enjoyments, and to 
strengthen their woridiy attache 
ments, and consequently their 
aversion to the restraints and 
duties of religion. 

Bad habits are another source 
of deception. What once ap- 
peared shocking and disgusting 
in vice, by habit becomes fa- 
miliar and tolerabiec, if not agree- 
able. Habits strengthen the Jove 
of sin and the inclinaiions to its 
indulgence. They gradually 
overcome the remonstrances o! 
conscience and other checks and 
restraints. They put an iron 
yoke on the sinner, and make 
him a grovelling drudge. 

There are many decent world- 
ly habits,. which are perhaps 
more apt to deceive men, than 
habits of what the world calis 
vice, because less frequently 
condemned, and more easily ex- 
cused by the guilty, at least to 
themselves—habits of getting 
and saving, not perhaps strictly 
dishonest, but which the law of 
love condemns—habits of mis- 
spending the Sabbath, not in 
business, visiting, or amus¢- 
ments, but in worldly thoughts 
and conversation, and merely 
formai aitendance at public 
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worship—habits of freely indulg- 
ing the sensual inclinations, not in 
unlawful ways and disreputable 
excesses, but in such a degree, 
that sensuality has the ascendency 
in the heart, and not spiritual 
and holy affections—and habits of 
evil speaking, not of gross pro- 
fanity, falsehood, and scurrility, 
but of irreverent conversation 
on sacred subjects, of making 
unfair representations and insin- 
uations, of censoriousness, of 
joose and random talking, and 
of levity and foolish jesting. 

The trains of thotght, which 
are naturally fallen into, by the 
corrupt propensities of the wick- 
ed, becoming habitual, also tend 
to delude them more and more, 
itis extremely difficult to dissi- 
pate the thick darkness, which 
hence envelopes their minds; 
m to divert their thoughts from 
their long accustomed dark and 
narrow channels into enlighten- 
ed and purer regions. If a ser- 
mon, or a book, give them a 
right direction for a few mo- 
ments, they naturally return to 
their old haunts. 

Another way, in which per- 
sons are often deceived, is by 
mesnaming things. They ca// 
evil good and good evil; they put 
darkness for light and livht for 
darkness; bitter for sweet and 
sweet for bitter. Names and 
epithets have an amazing influ- 
ence. In how great a measure 
do the profligate by soft pallia- 
ting names cover from their 
view the turpitude, criminality, 
and horrid effects and conse- 
quences of their vices. Indeed 
most persons speak of their own 
actions and practices, so as to 
ive them an aspect and com- 
plexion, very different from the 
feality. ‘They are not common- 





ly aware of it didwentres. In 
this way persons often deceive 
themselves in regard to their 
character and conduct. Some 
consider themselves’ as good, 
harmless and innocent, while 
they are free from disreputable 
vices; though they have no pie- 
ty, are idle and useless in the 
world, wasting their precious 
time in amusements, novel read- 
ing, vanity and frivolity, and hov- 
ering perpetually on the cone 
fines of vice. Others imagine, 
that they are only Jaundably in- 
dustrious, economical, and wise- 
ly providing for their house- 
holds; while, in reality, they are 
avaricious, patsimonious and 
niggardiy, They are so involv- 
ed in ‘business, and have such a 
multiplicity of worldly cares, 
that they have notime for sclf- 
examination and religious du- 
ties; and they contribute little 
or nothing to relieve the neces- 


sitous, nor to give the word of 


life to the destitute, nor to pro- 
mote other pious designs. Some 
account themselves eminent for 
humanity and generosity, benev- 
olence and philanthrophy; while 
they are without principle, are 
only of an easy and pliant dispo- 
sition, heedless and profuse, or 
ofa sickly senstbility, weeping 
at tales of fictitious distress. 
Others imagine, they are on! 
maintaining their rights and do- 
ing yustice; while, tn reality, 
they are taking revenge, per- 
haps under cover of the law, and 
eratifying their hatred. and ma- 
levolence. Some account thetm- 
selves only circumspect, pru- 
dent; and Jovers of peace; while 
in reality they forbear reproof, 
and neglect exertions to warn 
and reclaim the wicked and to 
promote holiness, through im- 
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gifference, slothfulness, love of 
worldly reputation, or timidity. 
Others imagine, that they are 
zealous for God, and the ad- 
vancement of religion; while, in 
reality, they are selfish, censori- 
ous, bitter, imprudent, ostenta- 
tious, and arrogant, fond of dis- 
tinction, dictation, and authority. 
The emotions and ierver of the 
affections,impressions on the im- 
agination, and agitations of the 
animal system, are mistaken by 
some for conversion and spirit- 
ual experiences. Others indis- 
criminately condemn all ardent 
affections and experiences in re- 
ligion, as a delusion. In ecclesi- 
astical and parochial contentions, 
how often is the interest of reli- 
gion the avowed object and pre- 
tence, while a proud, selfish, re- 
sentfu}] and factious spirit is the 
real mover. This is most eyi- 
dently the case, when men of no 
picty, without any change of 
character, are outrageously zeal- 
ous to Carry some point in reli- 
gious matters. 

In pojitics what vast influence 
have popular and unpopular 
names, epithets, and phrases, 
In religious parties, sentiments, 
and transactions, yery much is 
effected by similar means. Here 
{ have no intention to expatiate, 
‘arther than clearly to suggest, 
what appears to me to be no un- 
common source of error and de- 
ception. Candor, liberality, char- 
ity, free inquiry, right of private 
judgment, adherence to Scrip- 
iure language, and similar terms 
and expressions, may be vocifer- 
ated ostentatiously, while they 
serve to cover very much, that 
is totally the reverse of what 
they properly express; and thus 
these good words are made to 
perform the office of pioneers 
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toerror. Without dispute, reg} 
bigotry, uncharitableness, bitter- 
ness of spirit, intolerance, and a 
disposition to dogmatize and per. 
secute, may be-concealed under 
such names and expressions, as 
orthodoxy, zeal for the glory of 
God, contending for the faith, 
precautions against heresy; but 
do they not sometimes assume 
far. different names? Also truth, 
firmness and stability in its de- 
fence, genuéne zeal, active holli- 
ness, and meek and pious oppo- 
sition to error and sin, may be 
made to appear to many the re- 
verse of what they are, by giving 
them. unpopular names, or by 
caricature, ridicule, sneers, and 
insinuations. 

Very few indeed oppose truth, 
knowing it to be truth, or propa- 
gate errors, knowing them to be 
errors. Persons are first de- 
ceived themselves. We should 
not therefore impute criminal 
intentions, (i. ¢. intenuons known 
by themselves to be criminal,) to 
those, whom we believe to be 
the friends and advocates of dan- 
gerous errors, and the opposers 
of essential doctrines. We ought 
to pray for them, ane treat them 
with meekness and kindness. 
But though it is improper for us 
to impute criminal intentions to 
them, it is, I conceive, a great 
mistake and dangerous to the 
souls of men, to think and speak 
of error as innocent, and to give 
currency (o the opinion, that per- 
sons are not guilty fer their 
errors. 

Many are deceived by their 
education, by the opinions of the 
society, in which they move, by 
the books, which they peruse, 
and by the popular sentiments of 
the country and age, in which 
they Jive. ‘These are indegd 
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common and prevalent sources 
of error. But how came these 
sources to exist? Does not sin 
occasion the moral darkness of 
mankind? Is it not owing to the 
prevalence of sin, that parents 
and instructors are themselves 
in error; that books contain false 
doctrines, while assuming the 
name, habiliments and authority 
of truth; and that popular opin- 
ions are so otten unfounded and 

ernicious? The immediate de- 
scendants of Noah were unques- 
tionably instructed in the knowl- 
edge of the true God, and of his 
laws and worship. Whence 
then came polytheism, idolatry, 
and the whole mass of heathen 
superstitions and follies? Must 
we not look for their origin in 
such passages of Scripture, as 
these? Zhey did not like to re- 
‘ain God in their knowledge. 
Lhey glorified him not as God, 
netther were thankful; but be- 
came vain in their imaginations, 
and their foolish heart was dark- 
ened. Professing theniselves wise, 
they became fools. Do not simi- 
iar causes produce most of the 
errors In Christian lands? 

If pride, inconsideration, ob- 
stinacy, trusting in one’s own 
heart, leaning to one’s own un- 
derstanding, neglecting to exam- 
ine the grounds of our faith, un- 
due deference «nd partiality te 
men on one hand, and prejudices 
against them on the other, neg- 
lect of self-examination, of the 
study of the Scriptures, and of 
prayer, love of singularity, re- 
luctance to acknowledge a mis- 
take, a predisposition to embrace 
error, and to retain and defend 
it When embraced, because it Is 
agreeable to the moral state of 
the heart, love of sin, hatred of 
the light, and all wrong aifec- 


tions and tempers—if these 
things are sinful and the causes 
of error, can we reasonably sup- 
pose, that any errors on moral 
and religious subjects are so 
disconnected with sin, that it is 
in no degree their cause? Are 
we authorized by good reasons 
to conclude, that any person is 


wholly inculpable for his errors? - 


All are by no means equally 
guilty; the circumstances, in 
which persons are placed, make 
a great difference. It would 
have been better, to have lived 
and died in the grossest heathen 
darkness, than to die an infidel, 
however moral, in a land en- 
lightened by the Gospel. 

It may be useful here merely 
to mention, as cautionary hints, 
some other ways, in which per- 
sons often deceive themselves. 
Because they are free from some 
sins, to which they are not in- 
clined or tempted, or which are 
opposite to thelr reigning in- 
iquities, many take great credit 
to themselves, and are fully per- 
suaded of the eminence of their 
virtue. God, I thank thee, that I 
am not as other men are, extor- 
tieners, unjust, adulterers, or 
even as this fiublican. They 
boast of their freedom from dis- 
reputable vices, which they se- 
verely mark and condemn in 
others. By self-partiality and 
ignorance some are so blinded, 
that they censure in others the 
very sins, of which they them- 
selves, though unconscious of 
it, are deeply guilty. How often 
is the dread of the evil conse- 
quences of sin mistaken for the 
hatred of sin itself, How often 
do persons consider their vir- 
tues, as a compensation for their 
sias. A partial reformation, the 
diversion of the affections and 
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assions into anew channel, join- 
ing anew sect, cr taking a new 
name, is not unfrequently mis- 
taken for a real conversion to 
holiness. 

Many are the mistakes, into 
which men fall, respecting the 
guilt of sin. Their selfishness 
and pride conceal, not only the 
number, but also the guilt of 
their own sins, from most per- 
sons. Neglect of God, errone- 
ous conceptions of his character, 
and. insensibility to our obliga- 
tions to love and serve him with 
all our souls, have vast influence 
in diminishing the guilt of sin in 
our view. There is much in 
the observation of an old Divine, 
that “he never had great thoughts 
of God, who has slight thoughts 
of sin.” The guilt of sin, as be- 
ing against God, a violation of 
his law, and of all our immense 
obligations to him, is in general 
but little considered; but those 
sins are most observed, and ace 
counted most guilty, which are 
immediatety injurious to society, 
and destructive of men’s tem- 
poral interests. Selfish men for- 
get the rights of God. They 
are, however, very short-sighted 
in secking their own good, 
if projanitys Sabbath-breaking, 
omission and contempt of reli- 
gious dutics, pride, and loose 
principles, do not so directly and 
immediately iniure their tempo- 
ral interest, as some other sins; 
do they not in reality undermine 
the foundation of add morality? 
Do they not tend to promote the 
enormous increase of every 
other kind of wickedness? Do 
they not also bring the judg- 
meuts of God on anation? The 
tear of the Lord, and the pious 
observance of ali his institutions 


Mar, 


and Jaws, are undoubtedly most 
favorable to our temporal inter- 
est. Godlinessis profitable unto 
all things, having firomise of the 
life that now 1s, and of that, 
which ts to come. 

Some trust in their religious 
duties, quieting their conscien- 
ces by them; thinking, perhaps, 
in an indistinct manner, to merit 
and command Christ by them; 
and do not seek spiritual bles- 
sings, as a free gift, if they seek 
them really in any measure. We 
should not rest in the use of 
means, but always in them seek 
the objects, for which they were 
appointed; and we should never 
imagine, that, because we attend 
to these means, we have there- 
fore a claim on God, 

Others mistake remorse of 
conscience, and prayers and 
resolutions to appease it, for 
genuine repentance; though sin 
is still loved, and soon again 
caressed. They rest in their al- 
ternate relapses and repentances, 
instead of truly and earnestly 
seeking spiritual delight in God 
and his service, and a holy antip- 
athy to sin.—Some deceive them- 
selves by resolutions oi future 
amendment. These resolutions, 
made from time to time, serve to 
give present quietness to tlie 
conscience, and are perhaps sup- 
posed to be a little meritorious. 
— Many plead necessity for their 
sins. How ofien do persons 
make tleir poverty and wants ar 
excuse fgr dishonesty, Sabbath- 
breaking, and negiect of reéii- 
gion. How often is pride ac- 
counted necessary. How many 
imagine revenge to be necessary 
to prevent insults, How many 
think they are obliged to be fash- 
ionadle, and imagine they are ex- 
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cusable and safe in doing as the 
multitude do, or in imitating 
families of rank and influence. 

Some imagine, that their sins 
are only the spots and blemishes 
of God’s children. All are frail 
und liable to sinj—there is no 
one perfect;—the most eminent 
saints in Scripture had their fail- 
ings. Hence they draw excuses, 
comfort and hope; though they 
have manifestly nothing of the 
repentance, and general _holi- 
ness and piety of those, by whose 
jalls they encourage themselves, 

These are some of the numer- 
ous ways, in whicl persons are 
deceived. Let the reader in- 
quire, with close self examina- 
tion and prayer, whether he is 
not deceiving himself in some 
such way. 

The heart of man is indeed 
deceitful above all things, because 
itis desperately wicked. When 
we consider the deceitfulness of 
sin, and also the wiles and influ- 
ence of the grand tempter; it is 
a wonder that any escape. We 
must ascribe their deliverance 
and salvation to the God of ail 
grace. Prone by nature to sin, 
involved in darkness, beset with 
snares, all would perish forever, 
ifleft to themselves. But, bles- 
sed be God, there is full pro- 
vision for all our wants, a reme- 
dy for every evil, in the glorious 
Gospel of his Son. God by his 
Spirit, through the instrumental- 
ity of his word, providence and 
servants, awakens and enlightens 
sinners to see, their condition, 
and to see the way of life. They 
are then incited to flee from the 
wrath to come to the Lord Jesus 
Christ for refuge, and to lay 
old of the hope set before them 
‘a the Gospel. They turn; they 
2¢gin a new course. But itisa 

Yor. XI. 


narrow way, in which they must 
walk; numerous and powerful 
are the enemies, whieh they 
must encounter; innumerable 
are the obstacles, which retard 
their progress; many are the al- 
lurements on the one hand, and 
the tribulations on the other, 
which prove their sincerity and 
their fortitude. They have, how- 
ever, an unerring guide to con- 
sult on all occasions, an Al- 
mighty Friend to strengthen 
them, grace sufficient, and strong 
consolations. Yet divine assist- 
ance is so bestowed by the great 
Shepherd, as to support their 
hearts, enliven their hopes, and 
animate them in their progress, 
without superseding the neces- 
sity of any appointed means, or 
encouraging them in any negli- 
gence or presumption. 

In conversion sinners pass 
from darkness into marvellous 
light; and are turned from the 
power of Satan unto God. They 
escape therefore, sometimes, 
almost at once from innumera- 
ble false views and delusions, 
and wonder at their former blind- 
ness and stupidity. Their affec- 
tions are placed on other objects, 
and new principles‘and cesires 
have the ascendency in their 
hearts. Their evil tempers and 
propensities, however, are not 
exterminated, nor fully brought 
under the control of right princi- 
ples. They still exist in force, 
and are restless and rebellious. 
The imagination often resorts to 
its former haunts, and excites 
criminal inclinations and desires, 
The power and effects of bad 
habits are sometimes long expe- 
rienced. Many errors, mistakes, 
sins, and self-impositions, are not 
easily detected, nor easily over- 
come, In short, indwelling sin, 
#20 
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with outward temptations and 
spiritual adversaries, makes the 
Christian’s life a warfare, in 
which it is necessary to use his 
utmost exertion, and all proper 
means, in dependence on divine 
grace. 

To a young convert, who 
would make rapid progress in 
sanctification and holiness, attain 
to eminent stability, light and 
comfort, and produce much fruit 
to the glory of God, the follow- 
ing directions may be useful. 

1, Make the Bible your daily 
companion, delight, and guide. 
Study it attentively, with an ex- 

ress view to attain the knowl- 
edge of God and his will, of your- 
self and your whole duty. Aim 
to have your heart imbued more 
and more deeply with its spirit, 
and your judgment and life more 
and more conformed to its in- 
structions. Use other religious 
books, but neglect not the foun- 
tain for the streams, which are 
generally tinctured, and too often 
rendered unwholesome, by the 
soil, through which they have 
passed. Furnish your memory 
with the choicest treasures from 
the Bible; and on these meditate 
day and night. Here let your 
thoughts perpetually resort; here 
let your imagination dwell and 
habitually expatiate, but always 
with reverence and huinility. 
Let divine truth occupy your 
inind to the prevention of idle 
rovings, and sinful imaginations. 
Seek not in divine truth the grat- 
ification of curiosity, but the 
nourishment of holy affections, 
and the genuine wisdom which 
is from above. 

2. Conscientiously regard close 
and frequent self-examination, 
as an indispensable duty. En- 
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deavor to understand all your 
sins and their aggravations, for 
your deeper humiliation; but let 
them always send you to Christ 
in faith with grateful and ador- 
ing views of divine grace, for 
forgiveness, hope, deliverance 
and strength. Seek an accurate 
acquaintance with all your du- 
tiles, and with the order, season 
and manner, in which you should 
perform them. Endeavor to un- 
derstand the application of pre- 
cepts to yourself in your partic- 
ular circumstances. Many are 
well acquainted with the rules 
of duty in the abstract, but do 
not know when and how to apply 
them. Carefully investigate the 
principles and motives, by which 
you are influenced; and see, that 
they be pious and holy. Beware 
of your dangers, weakness, and 
wants; and think not of yourself 
more highly than you ought. 

3. Be habitually watchful. You 
should keep your heart with all 
diligence, and guard assiduously 
against the beginnings of sin. 
Persons are often betrayed step 
by step to the commission of 
sins, which they at first by no 
means intended to commit. 
Would we be safe, we must not 
take the first steps; we must 
shun the avenues to iniquity; we 
must dread the snare; we must 
not dally with temptations; we 
must avoid, as muck as pessible, 
whatever is likely to prove the 
occasion of our falling. This is 
the way to conduct agreeably te 
the petition: Lead us not into 
temptation. 

Youshould keepan unremittec 
watch over the senses. Througl: 
them temptations assail the heart. 
Unguarded, they perpetually en- 
snare the soul. No progress ca 
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be made jn holiness, unless they 
are carefully restrained and gov- 
erned. 

The tongue must be kept, as 
with a bridle. Let no corrupt 
communication proceed out of your 
mouth; but that which is good to 
the use Of edifying, that it may 
minister grace to the hearers, 
Watch over your imagination. 
In their imaginations the wicked 
associate pleasure or advantage 
with sin. We should endeavor 
to dissolve such associations; 
and never contemplate any in- 
iquity without considering its 
guilt, turpitude, and evil conse- 
quences. We should strip sin 
of its false enticements, and re- 
gard it as the Jeprosy of the soul, 
as an enemy, however disguised, 
and as the source of all wretch- 
edness and sorrow. All our 
afflictions should serve to em- 
bitter sin. On the other hand, 
we should always consider the 
highest pleasure and our real in- 
terest, as inseparably connected 
with our duty. Sinful tempers 
and passions are debasing and 
vexatious, often stinging and tor- 
turing the breast that harbors 
them. But pious tempers and 
affections exalt the character, and 
are health, peace, and satisfac- 
tion to the soul. Let genuine 
piety therefore be associated in 
your mind with all, that is truly 
great, amiable and good. Would 
we do this, we must not peruse 
plays, novels, and Jicentious po- 
viry, unless, like the bee, we can 
extract honey from banetui flow- 
ers and weeds, whichis very sel- 
dom the case, To say nothing 
of the waste of time; such works 
-omMunicate thelr infection to 
the heart, inflame and nurture 
evil passions, corrupt the im- 
égination, and fill the memory 


with worthless lumber and per- 
nicious associations. We should 
also keep from bad company; and 
avoid whatever we find the occa- 
sion of sin, or an impediment to 
our progress in heliness. 

4. There are some things, 
which, oftener than others, you 
should make the subjects of your 
most attentive consideration. 
You should often meditate on 
deathand eternity. Endeavor to 
realize the uncertainty of life, 
the great and solemn change at 
death, the importance of being 
always prepared,—the solemni- 
ties of the day of judgment, and 
the eternal destination of the 
righteous and the wicked. If 
in a light and careless frame, 
on the borders of transgression, 
check yourself by thinking of the 
state of the damned, and let the 
solemn thought thrill through 
your heart, What if this state 
should be mine? But more often 
strengthen your patience, kindle 
your zeal, and enliven your hope, 
by contemplating the resurrec- 
tion and the felicity and glory of 
Heaven, where you expect soon 
to drink immortal: life and bliss 
at the infinite Fountain. 

Go often to the cross. There 
behold the brightest displays and 
the highest glorification of the 
attributes of God. ‘There adore 
his infinite holiness, the un- 
searchable riches of his grace, 
the unfathomable depths of his 
wisdom, and all the incompre- 
hensible perfections of his moral 
character. Frequently contem- 
plate the whole life and example 
of our Lord; but view him more 
often on the cross. Here study 
the must important tulhss— 
prostrate your soul;—crucily 
your sinps;—receive life;—cher- 
ish the holtest affections;—an¢ 
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furnish yourself with the best 
armor and tlie best motives. 

Endeavor to preserve on your 
heart a constant sense of the om- 
nipresence and providence of 
God. Infinite Intelligence al- 
ways surrounds you. No place, 
no mask, no pretence, can screen 
from his eye a wrong action, an 
evil purpose, a sinful motive. 
Let this thought break the power 
of temptation, keep your heart 
sincerely pious, and restrain or 
animate yOu, as OCcasion may re- 
quire. 

Observe God in his works, 
and in his moral government; 
daily ascribe to his goodness and 
grace all your enjoyments and 
privileges; and piously recog- 
nize his hand in all your afflic- 
tions. 

5. Abound in prayer; believ- 
ing, fervent, humble and spirit- 
ual prayer. Thus render to God 
the daily homage and praise of 
your heart; ask all things you 
need from Him; make interces- 
sion for all men; and let all 
things, of any importance, be in 
some way the subject of prayer. 
You may pray at all times; but 
it is necessary to have stated 
periods. Let, therefore, a por- 
tion of your time every morning 
and evening be consecrated to 
devotion. If truly pious, you will 
value such seasons more than 
vour necessary food, and will find 
time and opportunity for them. 
It is almost an infallible symp- 
tom of an unsound heart, to be 
glad of an excuse for neglecting 
the worship of God. They, who 
love him, are grieved, if necessa- 
rily prevented from worshipping 
him at the customary season, in 
a regular and uninterr “upted man- 
ner; and there will stil be some 
broken intercourse between their 


hearts and their God, to whom 
their hearts are devoted. They, 
who neglect daily devotion, 
ought to inquire seriously, 
whether their religious services 
on the Sabbath are not mere for- 
mality, destitute of the reai life 
and effects of piety. Neglect 
not, therefore, daily seasons of 
devotion; and in all things by 
firayer and sufifilication with 
thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known unto God. Make 
your daily business and concerns 
a part of his service, always con- 
ducting them on Christian prin- 
ciples. Acknowledge him in al! 
your ways; and engage in noth- 
ing, in which you cannot Consci- 
entiously ask his direction aid 
blessing. R,. W. 


REMARKg ON ACTS 1X, ll. 
(Continued from vol. x. p. 352.) 


1. It is obvious to infer, from 
the remarks heretofore made on 
this passage, that impenitent sin- 
ners never offer to God an ac- 
ceptable prayer. 

In respect of moral character, 
they are as Saul was belore his 
conversion. When they are 
deeply solemnized, and in this 
situation pray in all good con- 
science, it is likely their frame 
of mind is supposed, by them- 
selves, to be the dest they ever 
know. If, then, they ever please 
God, it is when they are in their 
supposed dest frames; or when 
they are the /cast perverse. But 
even now their sacrifices are an a- 
bomination to the Lord. When we 
read in the word of God that the 
way, the thoughts and the flougé- 
ing ofthe wicked are sim, and his 
sacrifice, cr prayer, isan abom- 
ination, and much more an abem- 
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ination when he bringeth it with 
a wicked or presumptuous mind, 
we cannot but see the force of 
those remarks of Solomon; Zhe 
Lord is far from the wicked; but 
he heareth the frrayer of the 
righteous. He that turneth away 
his ear from hearing the law, as 
every impenitent sinner does, 
even his firayer shall be abomina- 
tion, 

But do they not pray? No 
doubt they do; and often, if their 
prayers were granted, they 
would prove to have been made 
against Zion, for the downfal of 
the Church, and for prosperity in 
sin and rebellion. And what of 
such a prayer? But do they not 
often pray for their own life and 
health, and the prosperity of their 
friends in Jawful enterprises? 
Yes; but it is a selfish, mercen- 
ary prayer. Perhaps, at the 
very time they are offering 
up their prayers for their friends 
and for themselves, they are 
cursing their enemies in their 
hearts. How will He view such 
a prayer, who has commanded 
them to love their enemies, and 
to pray for them that despiteful- 
ly use them? They may pray for 
wealth to consume upon their 
Justs, and health and strength, to 
triumph over anenemy. While 
they pray for a restoration of 
health, their hearts fret, perhaps, 
against the Lord, whose proyi-e 
dence brought sickness upon 
them; or, like too many, they 
will curse God and die. Do they 
not pray for, and ardently desire 
the good of their familigs? This 
they may do upon the principle 
or natural sympathy merely. But 
do they not pray for the salya- 
tion of their own souls? Yes; 
and a very desirable thing itis 
that their souls should be sayed. 
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But they desire a happiness to- 
tally unlike that of heaven, and 
to be saved in a totally different 
way from that of the Gospel. 
They may pray for Aoliness; but 
if they knew or considered the 
nature of holiness, they would 
relinquish their request: or, if 
they desired it at ad/, it would be 
as the sick man desires a painful 
remedy. They are dead in tres- 
frasses and sins; and have no 
more of spiritual life, than the 
dry bones, which Ezekiel saw in 
vision, had of natural life. Their 
carnal mind is enmity @gainst 
God, and not subject to his law. 
Turning away their ear from 
hearing the law, even their 
prayer is an abomination. 

2. I infer the importance of 
the renovation of their natures. 

If without holiness no man shali 
see the Lord; and if nothing ‘s 
of so much value as the soul, it 
is all important that they should 
be holy, which they cannot be 
till they are born again. The 
sacrifice of God is a broken 
spirit; a broken and a contrite 
heart God will not despise. The 
worship of God by prayer is our 
reasonable service. It is a profita- 
ble, and, to the holy, a delightful 
service. But that it may be 
performed with profit, or pleas- 
ure, or acceptance, -Varvel not 
that I say unto you, ye must be 
born again. While the sinner 
retains his carnal nature, howey- 
er long, and often, and loud, and 
publicly, he prays, his prayer, 
though what he prays for be law- 
ful and desirable to ask, will, nev- 
ertheless, be as offensive to the 
God of infinite purity, as the 
corrupt source trom which it 
proceeds. First make the (ree 


gocd, and the fruit will be good 
But a corrupt tree 


likewise. 
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will never bear good fruit, with 
all the pruning and dressing you 
may bestow upon it. 

Let impenitent sinners, then, 
break up the fallow ground of 
their hearts, exercise repentance 
towards God, and faith towards 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Your 
hearts are desperately wicked, a 
dwelling place of unclean and 
hateful lusts, from the ccrrupt 
abundance of which proceed un- 
holy thoughts, and evil actions. 
Be converted, and, while your 
sins shall be blotted out, God 


RELIGIOUS 


CONNECTICUT MISSIONARY SO- 
CIETY. 


Tuts Society is believed to be 
the oldest of the kind in this 
country, except the Society for 
firofagating the Gosfel among 
the Indians and others in North 
America. The latter was insti- 
tuted at Boston, in 1787. 

The occasion and origin of the 
Connecticut Missionary Society 
are briefly as follows: 

Soon after the peace of 1783, 
great numbers of families emi- 
grated from Connecticut to the 
newly settled parts of New York 
and Vermont. Many of them 
were deeply affected, when they 
knew by experience the loss of 
religious privileges; when thev 
saw their children exposed to 
the danger of growing up in ig- 
norance of public religious wor- 
ship, and thus of never enjoying 
the full benefit of the Sabbath 
and its inestimable blessings. 
As they were occasionally visit- 
ed by their friends from Con- 
necticut, some of whom were 
mainjsters of the Gospel, and as 


will hear your prayers. Chris. 
tians have been able tosay of one 
and another, who were breath- 
ing out threatening and slaugh. 
ter against the cause of truth, 
Behold he pfrrayeth. May the 
time soon arrive when each re. 
viler of Christ and his holy re- 
ligion and people shall fall pros. 
trate before the divine Redeem. 
er, and cry out in the spirit of 
Paul, Lard, what wilt thou have 
me to dos when it may be truly 
said, Behold he prayeth. 
Epsiton. 


INTELLIGENCE. 


they in turn visited their parents 
and friends, they made frequent 
complaints of their destitute sit- 
uation, in regard to religious 
ordinances. These complaints 
powerfully excited the Christian 
sympathy of the friends of relig- 
ion. So early as 1788, some 
small attempts were made to 
afford a partial supply of preach- 
ing in the new settlements. The 
first plan adopted was this: An 
association of neighboring min- 
isters would themselves sapply 
the pulpit of one of their num- 
ber, who would labor several 
weeks as a missionary in the 
new settlements. This plan was 
found to be very inadequate, and 
was liable to some objections, 
which the establishment of a 
Missionary Society completely 
removed. 

In 1791, the subject was 
brought before the General As- 
sociation of Connecticut, and 
was referred tu the particular 
associations, that a permanent 
system of cperations might be 
agreed upon. Accordingly, a 
pian was devised, reported, and 


* 
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adopted in June 1792. It was 
drawn up and reported by the 
Rev. Dr. Edwards, of New Ha- 
yen, a truly illustrious man, 
whose memory, for his agency 
in this business and for many 
other reasons, will be cherish- 
ed by the pious in succeeding 
times. 

In October 1792, the Associa- 
tion petitioned the Legislature 
of Connecticut to permit an an- 
nual contribution to be made, by 
the congregations, for the sup- 
portof missions to the new settle- 
ments. The necessity of sucha 
permission was a consequence 
of a rigid interpretation of an 
ancient law on the subject of 
Briefs; which was supposed to 
forbid any public contribution 
whatever, unless the avails of the 
contribution were appropriated 
for the benefit of persons in the 
town where the contribution was 
made. It is now the general 
opinion, that the law was never 
intended to forbid, and that by a 
fair and liberal construction it 
does not forbid, contributions for 
religious purposes. It was well 
for the cause of missions, how- 
ever, that the rigid interpreta- 
tion was then supposed to be the 
true one, as the Legislature 
granted permission to have a 
contribution, on the first Sabbath 
in May annually, for three years; 
and as the contributions were 
much more numerous, at the 
cominencement of the business, 
than they would have been if no 
legislative provision had been 
resorted to. This legislative 


permission has been repeated, 
whenever asked for, till the pres- 
ent day. During one interval of 
three years, we believe, (per- 
haps more,) the Society did not 
ask for the privilege, as they had 


acquired considerable funds, and 
it was feared the people would 
be impatient under the long con- 
tinued annual call upon their lib- 
erality. If we might venture to 
suggest any error, in the pro- 
ceedings of so venerable a Soci- 
ety, it would be their yielding to 
sucha fear. We earnestly de- 
sire, that a generous annual con- 
tribution from every congrega- 
tion in the state may flow into 
this treasury of the Lord, till all 
the destitute places of our coun- 
try shall have their spiritual 
wants supplied. 

The designs of the Associa- 
tion were opposed, both in the 
Legislature and out of it, by cer- 
tain classes of men, who will al- 
ways Oppose every good thing. 
Their opposition, however, did 
not present any serious obstacle; 
and is mentioned here only for 
the sake of reminding the read- 
er, that a Society formed for the 
sole purpose of communicating 
Christian knowledge to the emi- 
grants to our new settlements, by 
sending them regularly licensed 
preachers of the Gospel, and dis- 
tributing among them Bibles 
and other religious books, could 
not escape opposition and very 
decided hostiiity. So thorough- 
ly is the nature of pious and 
pubiic-spirited associations now 
understood, that it is easy to 
foresee every objection which 
will be made to any new institu- 
tion of this kind. 

At the contribution in the 
spring of 1793, the Association 
received between eight and nine 
hundred dollars. This sum has 
been gradually increased, till the 
last year it amounted to about 
four thousand dollars. The So- 
cicty has received handsome do- 
nations from individuals; and the 
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profits of the Connecticut Evan- 
gelical Magazine for seven 
years, from 1800 to 1807, made 
a great addition to the perma- 
nent fund, which now amounts to 
more than $30,000. We hope 
the annual contributions and the 
permanent fund will be greatly 
increased. 

In June 1793, the Association 
appointed eight missionaries, to 
labor a part of the year in New 
York and Vermont. Among the 
first missionaries were the Rey. 
Cotton Mather Smith, of Sharon, 
and the Rev. Ammi R. Robbins, 
of Norfolk, two venerable men, 
who have since rested from their 
labors. Dr. Edwards, we think, 
performed a missionary tour in 
the state of New York, at an 
early stage of the business. 
The Society now employs above 
thirty missionaries for a part of 
the year, nearly all of whom are 
ordained ministers. 

The General Association did 
not take the form of a Missiona- 
ry Society till 1797 or 1798. At 
that time it was found, that the 
missionary concerns were so 
complicated, as to require more 
time than the Association could 
bestow upon them. Twelve 


trustees, six clergymen and six’ 


laymen, were therefore appoint- 
ed to manage all the details of 
business. ‘They are re-appoint- 
ed annually, and, together with 
the Treasurer, make an annual 
report of their transactions. The 
Society has since been incorpo- 
rated. 

The fields, in which the Soci- 
ety has principally labored, are 
the newly settled parts of Ver- 
mont, New York, Pennsylvania, 
and Ohio. In that part of Ohio, 
which is usually called New 
Connecticut, the exertions of the 
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Society have been peculiarly im- 
portant. In all places, whither 
their faithful missionaries have 
been sent, much good has been 
done;-much fruit has been gath- 
ered, which will be manifest in 
the great day of the Lord. The 
writer of these paragraphs lived 
in the new settlements, when 
they were first visited by mis- 
sionaries, more than twenty years 
ago. He is fully convinced, that 
the benefits conferred on many 
parts of our country, by the Con. 
necticut Missionary Society, are 
inconceivably great. He is con- 
vinced, also, that the affairs of 
the Society have been conducted 
with great wisdom,—with an en- 
lightened regard to the glory of 
God and the good of mankind. 
May the sphere of its usefulness 
be greatly extended, and may 
the Divine blessing rest upon its 
officers, and all its friends and 
supporters. 


MASSACHUSETTS MISSIONARY SO- 
CIETY. 


Turis Society was formed about 
fifteen years ago, and has been 
actively and successfully engag- 
ed in disseminating the great 
truths of Christianity, by means 
of missionaries and religious 
books. The District of Maine 
has received the largest share of 
attention from the Society; 
though New Hampshire, Ver- 
mont, and Rhode Island, have 
not been forgotten. 

Among the most important 
enterprises in which this Socie- 
ty has been engaged, was the 
missionary tour of Messrs. Mills 
and Schermerhorn in the year 
1812. Not all the expense o! 
this tour, howeyer, was sustaine¢ 
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by the Massachusetts Missionary 
Society; other Sucieties took a 
liberal part. These missionaries 
conferred a great benefit on all 
religious societies, by exploring 
the south-western parts of the 
United States, and describing at 
large the destitute condition of 
the inhabitants of those regions. 

At the annual meeting of the 
Society in May 1814, the Trus- 
tees resolved to lead the way in 
fitting out another exploring 
mission. Mr. Miils offered him- 
self for the service, provided he 
could find a suitable companion. 
The Trustees appropriated $600 


toward the expenses of the tour, 
expecting that other Socicties 


would make appropriations, ac. 
cording to their means, for the 
same object. Such encourage- 
ment was offered, that Mr. Mills 
and Mr. Daniel Smith, two re- 
spectable candidates for the 
ministry, Set out on their long 
journey in July. They intended 
to go by the way of Philadelphia 
to Pittsburgh, and thence down 
the Ohio and Mississippi to New 
Orleans, visiting the principal 
towns and settlements by the 
way, and laboring as missionaries 
whenever opportunity would per- 
mit. They receiyed for distri- 
eution 600 Bibles irom the Mas- 
sachusetts Bible Society, and 
more than 10,000 Tracts, from 
subscribers to the New England 
Tract Society; and it was expect- 
ed, that they would superintend 
the distribution of the edition of 
the New ‘Testament, recently 
printed in French by the Phila- 
delphia Bible Society. They 
were to collect religious infor- 
mation, respecting the countrics 
through which they passed, and 
’» do all in their power to pro- 
mote the formation ef Bible Se- 
You. Xf. 


cleties. We doubt not that this 
mission will prove very impor- 
tant in its consequences, We 
therefore design to give copious 
details from the correspondence 
of the missionaries. We would 
urge upon the friends of the So- 
ciety the duty of supporting 
these very important enterpris- 
es by continued and increased 
liberality. The Society could do 
much more than itever has done, 
if larger funds were at its dis- 
posal. The Christian communi- 
ty is able to bestow larger funds 
without diminishing the dona- 
tions to any other praiseworthy 
object. 

We now proceed to give some 
account of the mission of Messrs. 
Mills and Smith. 

The whole expense of this 
mission was estimated at $ 2,000; 
a sum which, it was supposed, 
would pay the travelling expen- 
ses of the two brethren, and 
leave, as a reward for their la- 
bors, the usual allowance to cane 
didates for the ministry, while 
preaching in country parishes, 
The Massachusetts Missionary 
Society advanced $600; and a 
Committee, appointed by the 
Trustees for the purpose, gave 
instructions to Mr. Mills, and 
subsequently joined Mr. Smith 
with him, advising them to as- 
certain what encouragement 
could be obtained from other 
Societies, and to proceed if there 
was a good prospect of making 
up the sum required. 

Mr. Mills wrote from Phila- 
delphia, that the Bible Society 
in that city would give $200 to- 
wards the mission, and would 
commit 400 copies of the French 
Testament to the missionaries, 
with permission to sell them 
and appropriate the avails to the 
#7} | 
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same object. It was supposed 
that these copies would produce 
$400. The Bibie Society also 
committed to them the principal 
part of the edition of the French 
Testament for gratuitous distri- 
bution. The Committee of 
Missions gave them an appoint- 
ment as missionaries, which 
would add $100 to their receipts. 
They determined, therefore, to 
proceed, and sent forward large 
numbers of Bibles and Tracts 
to Pittsburgh. 
(To be continued. ) 


AMERICAN MISSIONARIES, 


The following extracts frem the journal 
of Messrs. Hail and Nott bring down 
the history of the mission at Bombay 
to April 7, 1814. 


“Jan. 2nd and Sd, 1814. Received letters 
from brother Newell, in answer to let- 
ters written by us from Cochin afier we 
were apprehende1. 

“Mr. Newell stated, that Governor 
Brownrigg had written to Sir Evan Ne- 
pean to favor our settlement in Ceylon; in 
which we would most gratefully acknowl- 
edge an overruling Providence. 

**5. A kind friend told us, that he had 
been informed, from the Secretary’s office, 
that the Governor of Ceylon had written 
to the Bombay Governntent strongly in 
favor of our settlement in Ceylon, and 
that the subject was to be referred to the 
Supreme Government. 

“We immediately wrote to the Rev. 
Mr. Thomason, of Calcutta, to acquaint 
the committee of the Board with this, 
that they might endeavor, should there be 
occasion for it, so to manage the business 
at Calcutta, as that its final decision should 
be left with Sir Evan Nepean. We view- 
el this oceurrence as favorable, on the 
whole, to our settlement at Bombay, 
and bless God for it. 

‘40. Forwarded to brother Newell at 
Colombo copies of our transactions with 
government since our arrival at Bombay, 
accompanied with explanations. 

“Feb. 11. Received from Mr. Thom- 
ason the following letter: 

‘¢ My dear Sir, 

“<7 fear yo have been anxiously ex- 
pecting to hear irom me; but even now, 
long as it is, [have nothing to say. When 
I wrote last, I expected a communica: 
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tion soon from the Council; but after 
much waiting I now give up all expecta- 
tion, and think the answer will be sent to 
the Bombay government. 

« 6°T his 1 have clearly ascertained, tha 
Lord Moira’s thoughts are favorable, and 
that he meant to grant you permission te 
stay at Bombay. What he has actually 
done, or what the Couneil have done, [ 
know not; nor would it be decent in us 
to take any uew steps, Your packets 
— of all oar letters to Governor 

Yepean}] came to band. I read all the 
correspondence with great interestindeed; 
aud rejoice to find, at the end, that Sir 
Evan Nepean had determined to wait for 
instructions from this Government. While 
I was deliberating how to make the best 
use of your correspondence with the 
Bombay government, I received informa- 
tion that the whole correspondenee had 
been transmitted te this Presidency. The 
whole business is now before the Govern- 
ment, who will doubtless very speedily 
send some final instructions to Sir Evan 
Nepean. Of what nature they will be} 
cannot divine. It is bighly probable, I 
think, that they may allow you to go ty 
Ceylon; perhaps to stay at Bombay. 

** “The thing is, however, so complete- 
ly before the Council, that any farther 
movement on our part would be not only 
inefficient, but injudicious. We can give 
no aid. We have already said all that we 
can. [haveseen Lord Moira on the sub- 
ject, and now lastly Sir E. Nepean 
places the whole story before the Council. 

“* «We have only to stand still and see 
the salvation of God. He will accomplish 
his will. I feel much for your situation. 
You have found severe and repeated trials, 
Yet all will doubtless ultimately turn out 
for the furtherance of the Gespel. I shall 
feel anxious to hear the result of your 
business. Hopestrongly predominates. I 
feel assured, that you have been sent 
here for good; and that God will overrule 
all things, so as to accomplish the desire 
of your own hearts, and ef those who sent 
you. 

‘ “Yours affectionately, 
Tuomas THomason. 
s6 Jan. 24, 1814. 
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“Mareh 7. Brother Newell arrived st 
Bombay. 

“April 7. Received from Mr. Thom- 
ason a letter, of which the following is an 
extract, 

** “T am grieved to think that you are 
expecting some interesting and unfavora- 
ble news from me, when I have nothing 
to communicate. Not a word has tran- 
spired here; nor are we likely to hear 4 
word. [I think it will end in your _ 
suffered quietly to stay; but. indeed - 
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inow nothing. We cannot aid you more, 
as we have done all that in wisdom can 
be done. It rests with the Supreme 
Government, who would be impatient if 
they heard more from us: or rather, it 
rests with Him, who hath on his vesture 
and thigh this name, KiNG OF KINGS aND 
Lorp of Lornps. ‘To Him may we be 
enabled more and more to commend ull 
our particular as well as general wants. 

‘¢ «7 am at this moment full of important 
concerns connected with my proposed 
plan for schools. The subject is before 
Government, who will shortly decide this 
important question. It seems necessary 
that Government should attempt some- 
thing. ‘The difficulty is to begin. 

« “Our thoughts are often with you. 
The situation in which you have long 
been placed, is peculiarly interesting to 
gli who love the Gospel. 1 think with 
you, that the terms of the New Charter 
afford a ground of hope. Dr. Carey has 
taken care of your books. He wrote to 
me the other day on the subject; and, I 
think has forwarded them as directed. I 
should suppose he has written about them. 

* “Yours affectionately, 
Taomas Taomason.” ” 
*« Warch 19, 1814. 


MR. NEWELL’S JOURNAL. 
( Continued from p. 193.) 


‘Jan. 20th. I engaged passage on a Por- 
tuguese ship beund to Goa, as there was 
20 opportunity of going direct to Bombay. 
Before my pi Ay addressed the fol- 
lowing letter to the Governor. 


“¢To His Excellency General Brown- 
rigg, Governor and Commander in 
Chief in the tsland of Ceylon. 

‘s ‘Sir, 

*¢ “Having resided nearly a year under 
Your Excellency’s jurisdiction, and expe- 
rienced during that time every indulgence 
irom Government which I could wish, I 
beg leave to express the deep sense I 
have of Your Excellency’s kindness to me, 
and to ask permission to depart en the 
Angelica, Portuguese ship, bound to Goa, 
la pursuance of my original intention of 
joining the mission in Bombay. I should 
esteem it an additional favor, #f Your Ex- 
cellency would be pleased to give me a 
testimonial, that would satisfy the Gov- 
ernor of Bombay that [leave Ceylon with 
Your Excellency’s consent and approba- 
uulon. I have the honor to remain, Xc. 

S. NeweE..” 

** “Colombo, Jan. 24, 1814. 


“TI felt obligated to notify the Governor 
+s my departure, as he had intimated oa 
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my first arrival at Colombo, that I was 
not to remove without giving him previous 
notice, and I felt a real pleasure in ex- 
pressing my gratitude for his kindness 
both to me ah my brethren. 

“The Governor informed me through 
Lord Molesworth, that he consented to 
my departure and would write by mail to 
the Governor of Bombay in my favor. 

‘Jan. 28. I embarked on the Angelica, 
and sailed from Colombo after a residence 
of ten months on the island of Ceylon. 

“Jan. 31. We had now passed Cape 
Comorin, and were sailing with a gentle 
breeze along the Malabar coast. We 
were so near the land as to see the houses 
distinctly, and were delighted with the 
view of the “snow-white churches” of the 
Syrian Christians, of which Dr. Buchanan 
speaks. | 

“Friday, 4th of February. This after- 
noon the Angelica came to anchor in the 
roads of Cochin, and stops here until 
Monday. This affords me an opportunity, 
which I have long wished for, but never 
expected to be favored with; that of see- 
ing the Cochin Jews and the Syrian Chris- 
tians. I went on shore this evening and 
called on Capt. Inverarity, to whom | had 
a letter from Colombo. 

“Saturday, Feb. 5th. This morning E 
walked out to Jews’ Town, about two 
miles from Cochin to attend the Syna- 
gogue. I first went into the black Jews’ 

yhagogue and staid a few minutes, and 
then went to that of the white Jews, which 
is near the former. 

“There were, I suppose, between one 
and two hundred persons present. Their 
complexion in general is a shade below 
the European; and most of them wear 
their beards. ‘The service was conducted 
much in the same way as in the Syna- 
gogues in America, but with more so- 
lemnity. 

“The portion of the Law that was read 
this morning, was the Song of Moses on 
the banks of the Red Sea, and in the Les- 
son from the Prophets was the song of 
Deborah after the defeat of Sisera. 

“J saw the Jew, who was Hebrew 
Moonshee to Dr. Buchanan. 

“The shortness of my stay at Cochin 
did not admit of my making any particu- 
lar inquiries respecting the Jews. I learat 
one fact, however, which Dr. B. has not 
mentioned; which is this; 

“It is said at Cochin, that the black 
Jews are not “Beni Israel,” but the freed 
slaves of the white Jews, who have been 
proselyted to Judaism, and that they are 
Hindoos by descent. 

*‘Jn the afternoon I set off in a boat for 
Cande-nade, the late residence of Mar 
Dicnystus, primate of the Syrian Church. 
It is about four leagues from Cochin. 
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*#A Mr. Levi, a Jew, born in London, 

4nd lately baptised, accompanied me as an 
interpreter. 
* “At 7 o’clock in the evening, we 
reached the village of Cande-nade. At the 
entrance of the village there is a large cross 
erected. 1 now heard the church bell 
tolling for evening prayers, and saw the 
church at a distance, lighted up for the 
service. When I entered it, 1 saw two 
priests, dressed in white, standing before 
the altar and chanting the service. There 
was about a dozen people assembled in 
the body of the church. 

“When the prayers were efded, I in- 
troduc.d myself to the priests—told them 
T had come fifteen thousand miles from 
the west, and having heard of them 
through Dr. Bachanan, I had ebme from 
Cochin on purpose to pay them a visit 

“They invited me up into a fallery,on 
one side of the church, where I was to 
spend the night I had with me Dr. 
Buchanans Researches, from whieh | 
tread to them through my interpreter a 
part of his account of the Syriass, partie- 
ularly his conversation with Mir Diony- 
Sius, their late Bishop, who resided at 
this place. They listened with uncom- 
mon interest, assented to the truth of 
the narrative, and seemed to be pleased 
to hear the name of Buchanan again. 
They spent the evening with me in con- 
yersation On various sulyjects. Mr. Levi, 
my interpreter, was perfect master of 
both the langaages in which we conversed. 

“In the course of my inquiries T ascer- 
tained the following things respecting the 
Syrian Church. 

**1. They practise aurieular confession, 
which is required three times a year, of 
all who are admitted to the Lord’s Supper. 

**2. They do not administer the Lord’s 
Supper to the laity in both kinds; but like 
the Catholics dip the consecrated wafer 
in the eup. 

. “3. They have paintings of the Virgin 
Mary, of the crucifixion, and of the saints 
tn their churches. 

**4, They cross themselves and use a 
variety of gesticulation in their worship. 

*5. They pray for the dead. 

“6. The Clergy are not allowed to 
marry. . 

“I made particular inquiries respecting 
this, because it appears that their Clergy 
in former times did marry. ‘They told 
me that there were two reasons, which 
Prevented them from marrying; one was 
their poverty—they could not maintain 
Yamilies. The second was, the prejudice 
of the people against it. After the Por- 
tuguese came into this country, the Syr- 
fans, seeing that they did not allow their 
Clergy to marry, hae imbibed such strong 
prejudices against the practice that ne 
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priest now would be allowed to minister 
in his office, if he should marry. ~ 

“| made particular inquiry respecting 
the mode of baptism in the Syrian charch. 
I found it was affusion. In the adminis- 
mix cold 
and warm water together. hen E asked 
them the reason of this, they seemed at a 
loss for an answer, and finally said, it was 
because Christ was baptised in a part of 
of Jordan where another stream united 
with it. 

“Respecting the subjects of baptism I 
made no inquiry, as I ~ ee it was 4 
matter of notoriety that the Syrians are 
pedo-baptists. Brother tlall, who convers- 
ed with these same priests, when he was at 
Cochin, understood that children were 
usually baptised ut eight years old. 

**Nlar Dionysius, the Primate of the 
Syrian Charch, died in 1807. When he 
was dying he laid his hands on a priest, 
and pronounce: him his suecessor. But 
the other priests being dissatisfied, will 
not receive him for their Superior, but in- 
sist on having one from Antioch. So they 
are without a Bishop. In the chureh of 
Cande-nade, which is the seat of their Pri- 
mate, there is no copy of the Old Testa- 
ment in Syriac, and ouly an imperfeet one 
of the New. The Malayalim Gospels, 
which were printed at Bombay, have net 
been distributed. 

“The Syrians need missionaries quité 
as much as their heathen neighbors. This 
region is @ most important and interesting 
field for the labors of Christian ministers. 
The Syrians are not bigoted like the 
Roman Catholics. If judicious and coneil- 
iating Christian missionaries should ge 
among them, they would, I think, be well 
received; and by instructing therr youth, 
and causing the Seriptures in the vernac- 
ular tongue to be cireulated and read, 
they might be the means of inealeulable 
good to this part of the country, without 
altering the external form of the Syrian 
chureh any faster than the diffusion of 
knowledge and piety would naturally pro- 
duce this effect. 

“The priests at Cande-nade told me, 
they should rejoice to have a learned Eu- 
ropean come and reside among them to 
instruct their young men, who are candi 
dates for the priesthood. 

“The British resident at Coehin B 45- 
sisting them in the establishment of 2 
College for this purpose. But whether 
the Company’s government would allow 
missionaries to go into this region, I think 
is doubtful. 

“Cande-nade, Sab. Feb. 6th. I slept 
last night in a convenient apartment 1% 
the gallery of the church. At six o’clock 
this morning the bell tolled for morning 
service. I went down and attended. The 
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eat priest, in his full dress, said mass, 
- after the manner of the Catliolic 
Church. When mass was ended, he went 
out to the corner of the chureh, and said 
some prayers at the grave of a person 
lately buried; during the prayers incense 
was Offered, and the people prostrated 
themselves on the ground before the 
grave After this he returned to the 
church, and dismissed the people, giving 
them his blessing individually as described 
by Dr Buchanan. 

“After service | returned to Cochin, 
and the next day we sailed. We touched 
at Calicut and Tellicherry, and on the 
23d of February we anchored in the river 
of Goa, w which place the ship was 
destined. 

“24th. 1 landed and ealled on the 
British Resident, Major Schuyler, who 
countersigned my passport, and made no 
ebjection to my proceeding to Bombay. 

‘T evgaged passage to Bombay in a 
Pattymarr, a large coasting boat, which 
was to sail in a tew days, and made ar- 
rangements to go the next day to Old Goa. 

“Feb. 25th. I set out early this morning 
in a boat for the Old City aceompanied by 
Capt. Lancaster of the Portuguese marine 
vervice. We reached the eity in about 
two hours. I visited most of the Colleges, 
Churches, and Monasteries. 1 saw the 
Vicar General of the Dominicans, and 
dined with the Superior of the Augustin- 
rans. I called on Father Josephus a Do- 
loribus, the late Inquisitor, mentioned 
by Dr. Buchanan. 

“The Inquisjtion of Goa isno more. It 
was lately abolished by an order of the 
Prince Regent of Portugal. Jt is said, 
however, that the Archbishop retains all 
the powerghat was lodged in the Court of 
the Inquisition. 

“In the afternoon, I visited the chapel 
of the Nuns, which is seldom open, but 
happened to be opened to-day. ‘Through 
a grate, which separates the body of the 
éhureh from their apartment, I saw them 
perform a variety of ceremonies and carry 
about on their shoulcers an imi’ge, repre- 
senting the Savior bearing the eross, &e. 

“In the chureh of Bon Jesus, the body 
of St. Francis Xavier is deposited, in a 
costly tomb adorned with gold and pre- 
tious stones. 

“The Charehes and Monasteries are 
Magnificent and splendid buildings, and 
must have cost immense sums of money. 
There are supposed to be 8000 priests 
on the island of Goa. In the town of Old 
Goa, I should think there were not fewer 

‘n five hundred, and there are not, ! 
*uppose, half that number of laymen in 
the place. 

“Feb 26th. Went on board the Purtu- 
gxese brig Maria, whieh arrived last night 


from St. Salvador. I found on board a 
number of Americans from my .owa 
neighborhood; the Captain’s wife from 
Boston, Mr. Barnard, the chief officer 
from Salem, and Mr. Healy from Roxbu- 

‘The Maria is the same vessei that 
brother Rice went in from the Isle of 
France to St. Salvador.. I learnt that he 
arrived there safe and sailed for the Unit- 
ed States in July. 

“‘Asthe Maria is to return immediately 
to St. Salvador, 1 set myself to preparing 
letters to send by her. 

“March Ist, 1814, Gea. I delivered to 
the eare of Vir. Baruard clef officer of the 
Maria, three packets directed to Rev, 
Samuel Worcester, D. D. Salem. No 1. 
A letter of 4 sheets to Dr. Worcester, 
covering one to Mrs. Atwood, and one to 
Dr. Woods. No. 2. A skeleton of my 
journal. No. 3. Seven old letters from 
the brethren to me. 

March 2d. [ sailed this evening for 
Bombay. 

7th. Eariy this morning the harbor and 
town of Bombay appeared in full view, 
andat it A. M. I ianded and went in 
search of my friends whom I found in a 
short time. Jt was a joyful meeting to us 
all. We had been separated more thaw 
two years, had all of us passed through 
many trying scenes,. and ofien given up 
the idea of ever meeting again on earth; 
but that unseen hand that had guided us in 
all our perplexities, aud led us in a mys- 
terious way, had at length brought us to- 
gether in the very place, which, in our 
conversations on the other side of the 
water, we had often contemplated as the 
probable seat of our then future mission. 
And what was peculiarly gratifying to us, 
we had reason to hope that we should now 
be established inthis place, and be allowed 
to enter on our work, which had been sa 
long delayed. Yet we rejoiced with a 
mixture of fear, for it was not absoluteiy 
certain that we should all be allowed to 
remain here. 

“The same day I went to the Police, 
and made my report, and learnt that Gov, 
Brownrigg’s letter had been received, in 
consequence of which my arrival had 
been expected. 

‘My brethren had also written to Coe 
lombe for me to come on to Bombay, 
though their letters did not arrive betoré 
my departure. 

‘March 12th, Bombay. ! had an attack 
of fever, which lasted till the 20th. 

“93. We kept a day of fasting ang 
prayer, preparatory tothe Lord’s Supper, 
which we proposed to celebrate the ncxt 
Sabbath day. 

“Saturday evening, 26th. We keps 
another season of special pr ver, with « 
view to the solemn ordinan hie we 
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expected to attend upon the ensuing day. 

‘Sabbath 27th. We met at 11 o’clock, 
A. M. and engaged in prayer; brother 
Hall delivered an address suited to the 
solemn occasion, and brother Nott acmin- 
istered the ordinance. There was a va- 
riety of circumstances, attending this 
transaction, which were peculiarly calcu- 
lated to affect our minds. We were nat- 
urally led to look back on all the way in 
which the Lord had led us, since we de- 
voted ourselves to the missionary cause, 
and particularly since we came to this 
jand. Two of our brethren, who came 
with us to this country, had been separ- 
ated from us, and had gone to different 
and distant countries, and we expected 
to see them no more in this world. One 
of our little number had finished her 
work and received an early release from 
the pain and toils of the “missionary pil- 
grimage.” ‘Though on our own account 
we could not but mourn her absence, yet 
we had reason also to rejoice in the hope, 
that she had entered into her rest; and 
though she would not return to us, yet ié 
we were the children of God, we should 
go to her and partake with her at the 
marriage supper of the Lamb. In the 
afternoon I preached to our own family 
and afew of our acquaintance, who usually 
unite with us in our family exercises on 
the Sabbath. 

“Bombay, April 11, 1814. I transmit 
this Journal, enclosed to Mr. Smith, Lon- 
don, by the ship “‘Lougee Family,” and 
shall also forward a number of letters by 
the same opportunity.” 


DONATIONS TO THE AMERICAN 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


April 14, 1815. From the For- 
eign Mission Society in the 
county of Litchfield, (Con.) by 
Uriel Holmes, Esq. the Treas- 
urer, twenty dollars being speci- 
Ecally appropriated to the trans- 
lations, 

i5. An appropriation, at the 
contribution in the Rev. Mr. 
Codman’s Society mm Dorchester, 
qn the national thanksgiving,* 

From a female friend, by the 
Rev. Mr. Huntington, for the 
translations, 2 00 
Carried forward $§988 16 


* In several. congregations a collec- 
‘ion was made on the national thanks- 
siving, for the benefit of some particular 
religious object, uniess the contributors 
appropriated their contribution to some 
‘ther object. 


Donations to Foreign Missions and Translations. 


May, 


Brought forward 98s 16 

20. From Mr. Elisha Wheeler, 
of Charlestown, by Dea. Warren, 

From the Female Cent Soci- 
ety in Uxbridge, by Mr. Oliver 
Jaquith, half for missions, and 
half for translations, 

From the Rev. Mr. Tucker’s 
Society in Rowley, contributed 
on the national thanksgiving, for 
the translations, ; 

From Presbutis, by mail, with 
the Arkport post mark, for the 
translations, 

An appropriation, at the con- 
tribution in the Rev. Mr. Bates’s 
Society in Dedham, on the na- 
tional thanksgiving, 

Appropriations at the contri- 
bution in Medfield, 

21. From a lady, a friend to 
missions, by Maj. George Russel, 

28. From the Rev. Mr. Tap- 
pan’s Society in Augusta, a econ- 
tribution on the national thanks- 
giving, half for missions and half 
for translations, 

24. From children in a school 
in Wenham, by the Rev. Mr. 
Emerson of Beverly, 50 

25. From individuals in Water- 
ford, by the Rev. Dr. Worcester, 4 20 

26. From a lady in New 
Hampshire, by Mr. Horatio 
Bardwel}, 

27. From the Foreign Mission 
Society of Salem and the Vicin- 
ity, by Mr. John Jenks, the 
"} reasurer, 

From a lady in Jaffrey, (N.H.) 
by Mr. Luke A. Spofford, 

From a person in Kingstog, 
(Mass.) by Mr. S. T. Arm- 
strong, 

From ladies in Portsmouth, 
(N.H.) by the Rey. Mr. Pat- 
nam, it being a part of their an- 
nual subseription, 

From three female friends of 
missions in York, (Maine,) by 
Mr. Daniel Poor, 

From a child, by Mr. Poor,* 

From Z,t 


Carried forward {1,267 86 


1 00 


1 50 
2 00 
3 00 


4 00 


* This donation was given by a hitle 
girl, and accompanied with the following 
request: “Will you please, Sir, to buy 4 
Bible with this dollar for the poor 
heathen.” 

air donation was enclosed in the 
following letter: 

“Dorchester, April, 1815. 

“We have been called upon in the 
course of the last week to return thankg 
to Ged for the restoration of peace 
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Brought forward $1,267 86 

From the following persons, 
ty Mr. P. W. Gallaudet, of 
Hartford, (Con.) viz. 

— A young man in Sharon, $1 

— A female friend to airy 3 
missions remitted by Messrs. P. 

B. Gleason & Co. 1 

— A female friend to foreign 
missions, 

An appropriation, at the con- 
tribution in the in the Rev. Mr. 
Gile’s Society in Milton, on the 
national thanksgiving, for the 
translations, $20 

Do. for the support of 
missions, 1 25-21 25 

29, From a young mechanic 
in Columbia county; (N. Y.)# 5 00 


—_——————— 


5—7 00 


Gi,301 11 


this nation. Let us testify our gratitude 
by contributing some part of our tempo- 
ral blessings to relieve the spiritual 
wants of the poor heathen, and thereby 
promote the glory of that Being, who 
has so distinguished us among the nations 
of the earth, 

“Receive, Sir, the enclosed $5, for 
the translation of the Scriptures, with 
my best wishes and daily prayers for the 
spread of the everlasting Gospel, until 
the knowledge of God shall cover the 
wholeearth. Yours, &c. Z. 

+ This donation was enclosed in the 
following letter: 

: “Columbia county, March 12. 
$6 ir, 

Having, as I fondly hope, through rich 
grace been made a partaker of the bies- 
sings of the Gospel, I have feit desirous 
that the same blessings might be diffused 
through the world, and enjoyed by the 
poor heathen, who are perio for lack 
of vision. IL have witnessed with much 
pleasure the exertions of the friends of 
Zion in our land, for the support af mis- 
sions Among the destitute in our new set- 
tlements, and also for sending the savor 
of the knowledge of the Gaspel to the 
benighted heathen of other climes:—and 
with pleasure’‘and gravitude have I wit- 
nessed the success which has crowned 
these exertions. 

“Lam of that clase of people, who get 
their bread by the sweat of their brow, 
and have hitherto done nothing for the 
support of missionaries. But theugh 
Possessed of little of this world’s riches, 
f have felt it my duty to contribute of 
that little for Him who hath done great 
things for me; and while under a feeling 
sense of the goodness of God in bringing 
me to the commencement of another year 
of my existence, have determined to 
commemorate my birth by doing somes 


LETTER FROM SIR GORE OUSELY. 
From an English Publication. 


Str, I transmit you the copy of a letter 
addressed by Sir Gore Ousely, the British 
ambassador to the court of Persia, to 
Lord Teignmouth, the President of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society; and al- 
so a copy of the translation made by Sir 
Gore Ousely himself, and of the original 
letter which was written to him by the 
Persian monarch. 

I apprehend that the singular circum- 
stanee of the Holy Scriptures, in the ver- 
nacular language of his country, being 
thus placed in the hands of an Eastern 
monarch, having (according to Pmkerton ) 
a population of ten millions of subjects, 
professing the Mahometan superstition, 
together with the candor with which that 
monarch has received this present aad 
undertaken to make himself acquainted 
with its contents, cannot fail to make an 
impression On your readers and on the 
public at large. Lam, sir, your’s, &c, 

CHRISTIANUS. 


Communication Frets the King of Persia 
to the British and Foreign Bible So- 
cieiy, relative to the late Rev. H. 
Martyn’s translation of the New Tes- 
tament into Persian. 


From his excellency Sir Gore Ousely, 
Bart. Ambassador Extraordinary from 
his Britannic majesty to the court of 
Persia, addressed to the Right Hon. 
Lord Teignmouth, President of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society. 


St. Pererseuren, Sept. 20, 1814. 

My dear Lord—Finding that I am 
likely to be detained here some six or sev- 
en weeks, and apprehensive that my let- 
ters from Persia may not have reached 
your Lordship, I couceive it my duty to 
acquaint you, for the information of the 
Society of Christians formed for the pur- 
pose of propagating the Sacred Writings, 
that agreeably to the wishes of our poor 
friend, the late Rev. Henry Martyn, i 
presented, in the name of the Society (as 
he particularly desired) a copy of his 


translation of the New Testament into 


the Persian language, to his Persian Maj- 
esty, Pateh Ali Shah Kajah, having first 
made conditions that his majesty was to 
peruse the whole, and favar me with the 
opinion of the style, &e. 


thing for the cause of Zion. Inclosed F 
send %5 for the use of the Foreign Mis- 
sienary Society intending, as God shais 
give me opportunity, annually to give 
my mite in support of so good a cause. 

Youne Mercuantc.” 
To the Treasurer, @¢.” 
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Previous to delivering the book to the 
Shah, | employed txanseribers to make 
some copies of it, whieh | distributed to 
Hajee Mahomed Hussein Khan, Prince of 
Maro, Mirza Abdulwahab, and other men 
of ‘earning aad rank immediately about 
the person of the King, who, being chief- 
ly converts to the Soofi philosophy, would, 
i felt certain, give it a fair judgment, and 
if ealled upon by the Shah for their opin- 
ion, report of it according to its intrinsic 
merits. ; ' 

The enclosed translation of a letter from 
his Persian majesty to me, will show your 
lordship that he thinks the complete work 
a great acquisition, aud that he approves 
of the simple style, adopted by my lament- 
ed friend, Martyn, and his able coadju- 
tor, Mirza Seyed Ali, so appropriate to 
the just and ready coneeption of the sub- 
lime morality of the Sacred Writings. 
Should the society express a wish to pos- 
sess the original letter trom the Shah, or 
a copy of it in Persian, I shali be most 
happy to present either through your 
lordship. 

I beg leave to add, thatifa correct copy 
of Mr. Martyun’s translation has not yet 
Been presented to the society, I shail 
have great pleasure in offering one that 
has been copied from, and coilated with 
the original left with me by Mr. Mar- 
tyn, on which he had bestowed the great- 
est pains to render it perfect 

I also promise to devote my leisure to 
the correetion of the press, in the event 
of your thinking proper to have it prfited 
in England, should my soy ereign not have 
immediate occasion for my services out of 
England. I beg you te believe me, my 
dearlord, Your lordship’s most sincere, 
and faithful humble servaat, 

GORE OUSELY. 


Translation of his Persian Majesty’s 
letter, referred to in the preceding. 

‘In the name of the Almighty God whose 
glory is most excellent, 

“It is our august command, that the 
dignified and excellent, our trusty, faith- 
ful, and loyal well-wisher, Sir Gore Ouse- 
ly, Bart. his Britannic Majesty’s Ambas- 
sador Extraordinary (after being honored 
and exalted with the expressions of our 
highest regard and consideration) should 
know, that the eopy of the Gospel, which 
was translated into Persian by the learn- 
ed exertions of the late Rev. Henry Mar- 
tyn, and which has been presented to us 
hy your excelleacy on the part of the 
high, dignified, learned, and enlightened 
Society of Christians, united for the pur- 
pose of spreading abroad the Holy Books 
of the religion of Jesus (upon whom, and 
upon all prophets, be peace and blessings! } 
has reached us, and has proved highly 
acceptable to our august mind. 


Letter from Sir Gore Gusely. 


‘In truth, through the learned and on, 
remitted exertions of the Rey. Henry 
Martyn, it has been translated in a style 
most befitting Sacred Books, that ig, 
in an easy and simple diction. formerly 
the four Evangelists, Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John, were known in Persia; 
but now the whole of the New Testament 
is completed in a most excellent manuer, 
and this circumstance has been an addi, 
tional source of pleasure to our enlighten- 
ed and august mind. Even the four E. 
vangelists, which were known in this 
country, had never been before explained 
in so clear and luminous a manner. We 
therefore, have been particularly delight. 
ed with this copious and complete trans. 
lation. Please the most merciful God, we 
shall command the select servants, who 
are admitted to our presence, to read* to 
us the above mentioued book from the 
beginning to the end, that we may, in 
the most minute manner, hear and com- 
prehend its contents. 

“Your exceilency will be pleased to re. 
joice the hearts of the above mentioned, 
dignified, learned, and enlightened socie- 
ty, with assurances of our highest regard 
andapprobation; and to inform those ex- 
cellent individuals, who are so virtuonsly 
engaged in disseminating and making 
known the true meaning and intent of the 
Holy Gospel, and other points in sacred 

vbooks, that they are deservedly honored 
with our royal favor.—Your excellency 
Must consider yourself as bound to fulfi! 
this royal request. 

Given in Rebialavii, 1229. 

(Sealed) 
PATEH ALI SHAM KaJag.” 


*7 bee leave to remark, that the word 
“Tilawat,” which the translater has ren- 
dered “rend,” is an honorable significa. 
tion of that act, almost exclusively - 
plied to the perusing or reciting the Ko- 
ran. The making use, so of thes 
term or expression, shews the degree of 
respect and estemation in which the Shah 
holds the New Testament. 

Note by Sir Gore Ousely. 


NOTICE. 

As the contemplated ordination of the 
missionaries at Newburyport will be @ 
very solemn and interesting service, and 
as it is anticipated that many members ot 
our churches will be present, it seems 
peculiarly proper that the professors of 
religion there assembled should partake 
of the Lord’s Supper in remembrance 0 
Him, and asa holy ac: of fellowship amon; 
themselves. This proposal has been re- 
ceived with great approbation by ail, we 
believe, to whom it has been stated. The 
day fixed upon for the ordination is the 
Mist of June. - otis 





